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A penetrating, page-turning tour of a post-human Earth

In The World Without Us, Alan Weisman offers an utterly original approach to questions of humanity's
impact on the planet: he asks us to envision our Earth, without us.In this far-reaching narrative, Weisman
explains how our massive infrastructure would collapse and finally vanish without human presence; which
everyday items may become immortalized as fossils; how copper pipes and wiring would be crushed into
mere seams of reddish rock; why some of our earliest buildings might be the last architecture left; and how
plastic, bronze sculpture, radio waves, and some man-made molecules may be our most lasting gifts to the
universe.

The World Without Us reveals how, just days after humans disappear, floods in New Y ork's subways would
start eroding the city's foundations, and how, as the world's cities crumble, asphalt jungles would give way to
real ones. It describes the distinct ways that organic and chemically treated farms would revert to wild, how
billions more hirds would flourish, and how cockroaches in unheated cities would perish without us.
Drawing on the expertise of engineers, atmospheric scientists, art conservators, zool ogists, oil refiners,
marine biologists, astrophysicists, religious leaders from rabbis to the Dali Lama, and paleontol ogists---who
describe a prehuman world inhabited by megafauna like giant sloths that stood taller than mammoths---
Weisman illustrates what the planet might be like today, if not for us.

From places already devoid of humans (alast fragment of primeval European forest; the Korean DMZ;
Chernobyl), Weisman reveals Earth's tremendous capacity for self-healing. As he shows which human
devastations are indelible, and which examples of our highest art and culture would endure longest,
Weisman's narrative ultimately drivestoward aradical but persuasive solution that needn't depend on our
demise. It is narrative nonfiction at its finest, and in posing an irresistible concept with both gravity and a
highly readable touch, it looks deeply at our effects on the planet in away that no other book has.
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From reader reviews:
Shiela Steen:

The book The World Without Us give you a sense of fegling enjoy for your spare time. Y ou can utilize to
make your capable far more increase. Book can to be your best friend when you getting anxiety or having
big problem with your subject. If you can make reading a book The World Without Us for being your habit,
you can get considerably more advantages, like add your capable, increase your knowledge about a number
of or all subjects. You are able to know everything if you like open up and read a publication The World
Without Us. Kinds of book are alot of. It means that, science publication or encyclopedia or others. So , how
do you think about this book?

Virgil Arriola:

Nowadays reading books become more than want or need but also become alife style. This reading practice
give you lot of advantages. The advantages you got of course the knowledge even the information inside the
book that will improve your knowledge and information. The info you get based on what kind of publication
you read, if you want drive more knowledge just go with training books but if you want experience happy
read one having theme for entertaining like comic or novel. The actual The World Without Usis kind of
publication which is giving the reader unstable experience.

Michael Berube:

Reading a e-book tends to be new life style with this era globalization. With studying you can get alot of
information that will give you benefit in your life. Together with book everyone in this world can share their
idea. Textbooks can also inspire alot of people. Lots of author can inspire their own reader with their story
or their experience. Not only the story that share in the textbooks. But a so they write about the information
about something that you need example. How to get the good score toefl, or how to teach children, there are
many kinds of book that you can get now. The authors these days always try to improve their ability in
writing, they also doing some investigation before they write to the book. One of them is this The World
Without Us.

Sandra Fritz:

As acollege student exactly feel bored to help reading. If their teacher expected them to go to the library in
order to make summary for some reserve, they are complained. Just small students that has reading's internal
or real their leisure activity. They just do what the teacher want, like asked to the library. They go to
presently there but nothing reading significantly. Any students feel that looking at is not important, boring in
addition to can't see colorful pictureson there. Yeah, it isfor being complicated. Book is very important for
you. Aswe know that on this age, many ways to get whatever we want. Likewise word says, waysto reach
Chinese's country. Therefore, this The World Without Us can make you truly feel more interested to read.
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