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This extraordinary book defines and describes librarianship and library science through insightful and
thoughtful essays contributed by 17 recognized leaders of the profession. While each essay presents a
distinct perspective and approach, collectively they paint a picture of a humane and human profession central
to and concerned with the cultural, social, political, and intellectual underpinnings of civilization. Often
challenging and provocative, often moving, always engaging, the essays reflect a diverse and complex
profession and the values, beliefs, practices, and philosophies that make it unique and vital.

The essays take a variety of approaches: historical analysis, personal recollection, career review, political or
social commentary, intellectual or philosophical musings, and short and long-term forecasting. Even when
the essays address issues of a practical nature, they raise issues of concern in a broader context. The role of
libraries in a democratic society is examined through the historical perspective of the Boston Mandate of
1852, the most recent US presidential election, and the current strain of censorship and intellectual freedom
battles. What is the proper role of libraries as social organizations advocating societal reform and working
toward the common weal? What is the role of government and politics in the profession? What is the
responsibility and role of the library in determining or advocating public policy? If, as one essay elegantly
and persuasively argues, our professional concern should center not on information or fact, but on truth, can
we avoid political action and political repercussion? These are weighty issues addressed not only with
passion, but also with a freedom and honesty seldom encountered.

This is a powerful and important book that should be read by every librarian, every library student, every
public official, indeed, every citizen concerned with his or her community.
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From reader reviews:

Stephen Louis:

The experience that you get from Perspectives, Insights, & Priorities: 17 Leaders Speak Freely of
Librarianship is the more deep you looking the information that hide inside the words the more you get
serious about reading it. It doesn't mean that this book is hard to comprehend but Perspectives, Insights, &
Priorities: 17 Leaders Speak Freely of Librarianship giving you excitement feeling of reading. The writer
conveys their point in certain way that can be understood by means of anyone who read the item because the
author of this book is well-known enough. This particular book also makes your own personal vocabulary
increase well. That makes it easy to understand then can go together with you, both in printed or e-book style
are available. We highly recommend you for having that Perspectives, Insights, & Priorities: 17 Leaders
Speak Freely of Librarianship instantly.

Martha Doughty:

The book Perspectives, Insights, & Priorities: 17 Leaders Speak Freely of Librarianship will bring one to the
new experience of reading some sort of book. The author style to clarify the idea is very unique. In the event
you try to find new book to read, this book very suitable to you. The book Perspectives, Insights, &
Priorities: 17 Leaders Speak Freely of Librarianship is much recommended to you to study. You can also get
the e-book through the official web site, so you can quicker to read the book.

Traci Farris:

The reason why? Because this Perspectives, Insights, & Priorities: 17 Leaders Speak Freely of Librarianship
is an unordinary book that the inside of the guide waiting for you to snap it but latter it will jolt you with the
secret this inside. Reading this book close to it was fantastic author who else write the book in such awesome
way makes the content within easier to understand, entertaining means but still convey the meaning
completely. So , it is good for you for not hesitating having this ever again or you going to regret it. This
book will give you a lot of benefits than the other book have got such as help improving your expertise and
your critical thinking method. So , still want to hesitate having that book? If I were being you I will go to the
reserve store hurriedly.

Virginia Berry:

Do you have something that you prefer such as book? The reserve lovers usually prefer to opt for book like
comic, limited story and the biggest an example may be novel. Now, why not hoping Perspectives, Insights,
& Priorities: 17 Leaders Speak Freely of Librarianship that give your pleasure preference will be satisfied
through reading this book. Reading routine all over the world can be said as the means for people to know
world considerably better then how they react to the world. It can't be said constantly that reading addiction
only for the geeky particular person but for all of you who wants to always be success person. So , for all of
you who want to start looking at as your good habit, it is possible to pick Perspectives, Insights, & Priorities:



17 Leaders Speak Freely of Librarianship become your own starter.
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