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Intelligence turns me on.

Lore Segal's tour de force look at the New York literary scene was a hit when it was first released in the
1970s, winning the praise of the literary elite. John Garnder called it “magical.” William Gass said it was
“witty, elegant, beautiful.” Stanley Elkin called it “a shamelessly wonderful novel, so flawless one feels
civilized reading it.”

It's been a cult classic ever since, and appears here in its full, original text, as fresh as ever: the story of the
whimsical New York poet Lucinella and her adventures among the literati. It starts at Yaddo writers colony,
where life is idyllic, meals are served to you in your rooms, and cocktails are ready at day's end … and still
the writers complain and compete. Then it moves back to New York City, where the pampered once again
face reality, and wonder: Will a different husband … or the right publisher … or the perfect filing system …
put life in order?

Lucinella and her circle feel lacking and keep looking, busily going to parties and watching one another 's
lives closely for signs of happiness, love and despair.
Segal depicts it all with a perfect blend of love and malice. And at the center is Lucinella herself, so full of
humanity and frailty that these divertissements do her to death. “Here,” as Cynthia Ozick says, “is the
enchanted microcosm, the laughter of mortality.”

The Contemporary Art of the Novella series is designed to highlight work by major authors from around
the world. In most instances, as with Imre Kertész, it showcases work never before published; in others,
books are reprised that should never have gone out of print. It is intended that the series feature many well-
known authors and some exciting new discoveries. And as with the original series, The Art of the Novella,
each book is a beautifully packaged and inexpensive volume meant to celebrate the form and its
practitioners.
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From reader reviews:

Ramona Johnson:

As people who live in typically the modest era should be upgrade about what going on or details even
knowledge to make these people keep up with the era and that is always change and progress. Some of you
maybe will update themselves by examining books. It is a good choice for you but the problems coming to
an individual is you don't know which you should start with. This Lucinella (The Contemporary Art of the
Novella) is our recommendation so you keep up with the world. Why, as this book serves what you want and
wish in this era.

Laverne Jackson:

Nowadays reading books become more and more than want or need but also turn into a life style. This
reading behavior give you lot of advantages. The benefits you got of course the knowledge the actual
information inside the book in which improve your knowledge and information. The details you get based on
what kind of publication you read, if you want have more knowledge just go with schooling books but if you
want sense happy read one along with theme for entertaining such as comic or novel. The particular
Lucinella (The Contemporary Art of the Novella) is kind of publication which is giving the reader erratic
experience.

Howard Foster:

Lucinella (The Contemporary Art of the Novella) can be one of your beginner books that are good idea.
Many of us recommend that straight away because this reserve has good vocabulary that can increase your
knowledge in vocab, easy to understand, bit entertaining but delivering the information. The author giving
his/her effort to place every word into enjoyment arrangement in writing Lucinella (The Contemporary Art
of the Novella) nevertheless doesn't forget the main point, giving the reader the hottest and also based
confirm resource details that maybe you can be considered one of it. This great information could drawn you
into new stage of crucial pondering.

Katherine Contreras:

Many people said that they feel uninterested when they reading a reserve. They are directly felt it when they
get a half elements of the book. You can choose the actual book Lucinella (The Contemporary Art of the
Novella) to make your own personal reading is interesting. Your own skill of reading skill is developing
when you just like reading. Try to choose easy book to make you enjoy you just read it and mingle the
feeling about book and studying especially. It is to be initially opinion for you to like to open a book and
study it. Beside that the book Lucinella (The Contemporary Art of the Novella) can to be your new friend
when you're really feel alone and confuse in what must you're doing of their time.
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