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This book explores the cultural and political significance of ostracism in democratic Athens. In contrast to
previous interpretations, Sara Forsdyke argues that ostracism was primarily a symbolic institution whose
meaning for the Athenians was determined both by past experiences of exile and by its role as a context for
the ongoing negotiation of democratic values.

The first part of the book demonstrates the strong connection between exile and political power in archaic
Greece. In Athens and elsewhere, elites seized power by expelling their rivals. Violent intra-elite conflict of
this sort was a highly unstable form of "politics that was only temporarily checked by various attempts at
elite self-regulation. A lasting solution to the problem of exile was found only in the late sixth century during
a particularly intense series of violent expulsions. At this time, the Athenian people rose up and seized
simultaneously control over decisions of exile and political power. The close connection between political
power and the power of expulsion explains why ostracism was a central part of the democratic reforms.

Forsdyke shows how ostracism functioned both as a symbol of democratic power and as a key term in the
ideological justification of democratic rule. Crucial to the author's interpretation is the recognition that
ostracism was both a remarkably mild form of exile and one that was infrequently used. By analyzing the
representation of exile in Athenian imperial decrees, in the works of Herodotus, Thucydides, Plato, Aristotle,
and in tragedy and oratory, Forsdyke shows how exile served as an important term in the debate about the
best form of rule.
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From reader reviews:

Ann Fout:

In other case, little individuals like to read book Exile, Ostracism, and Democracy: The Politics of Expulsion
in Ancient Greece. You can choose the best book if you'd prefer reading a book. As long as we know about
how is important a book Exile, Ostracism, and Democracy: The Politics of Expulsion in Ancient Greece.
You can add know-how and of course you can around the world by just a book. Absolutely right, since from
book you can realize everything! From your country until finally foreign or abroad you may be known.
About simple point until wonderful thing you could know that. In this era, we could open a book or
searching by internet gadget. It is called e-book. You should use it when you feel bored stiff to go to the
library. Let's learn.

Susan Gagnon:

Now a day folks who Living in the era where everything reachable by interact with the internet and the
resources in it can be true or not call for people to be aware of each information they get. How individuals to
be smart in getting any information nowadays? Of course the correct answer is reading a book. Studying a
book can help persons out of this uncertainty Information specially this Exile, Ostracism, and Democracy:
The Politics of Expulsion in Ancient Greece book because this book offers you rich data and knowledge. Of
course the info in this book hundred per cent guarantees there is no doubt in it everbody knows.

Ruby Pritchett:

The reason? Because this Exile, Ostracism, and Democracy: The Politics of Expulsion in Ancient Greece is
an unordinary book that the inside of the e-book waiting for you to snap the idea but latter it will shock you
with the secret the idea inside. Reading this book beside it was fantastic author who all write the book in
such awesome way makes the content inside easier to understand, entertaining means but still convey the
meaning entirely. So , it is good for you because of not hesitating having this any longer or you going to
regret it. This unique book will give you a lot of advantages than the other book possess such as help
improving your talent and your critical thinking method. So , still want to hold off having that book? If I
were being you I will go to the guide store hurriedly.

Patricia Watts:

Your reading sixth sense will not betray you, why because this Exile, Ostracism, and Democracy: The
Politics of Expulsion in Ancient Greece reserve written by well-known writer we are excited for well how to
make book which might be understand by anyone who also read the book. Written with good manner for
you, dripping every ideas and producing skill only for eliminate your personal hunger then you still question
Exile, Ostracism, and Democracy: The Politics of Expulsion in Ancient Greece as good book not simply by
the cover but also through the content. This is one reserve that can break don't ascertain book by its cover, so
do you still needing an additional sixth sense to pick this kind of!? Oh come on your examining sixth sense



already told you so why you have to listening to one more sixth sense.
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