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By 1870 the sugar plantations of the Recôncavo region in Bahia, Brazil, held at least seventy thousand
slaves, making it one of the largest and most enduring slave societies in the Americas. In this new translation
of Crossroads of Freedom—which won the 2011 Clarence H. Haring Prize for the Most Outstanding Book
on Latin American History—Walter Fraga charts these slaves' daily lives and recounts their struggle to make
a future for themselves following slavery's abolition in 1888. Through painstaking archival research, he
illuminates the hopes, difficulties, opportunities, and setbacks of ex-slaves and plantation owners alike as
they adjusted to their postabolition environment. Breaking new ground in Brazilian historiography, Fraga
does not see an abrupt shift with slavery's abolition; rather, he describes a period of continuous change in
which the strategies, customs, and identities that slaves built under slavery allowed them to navigate their
newfound freedom. Fraga's analysis of how Recôncavo's residents came to define freedom and slavery more
accurately describes this seminal period in Brazilian history, while clarifying how slavery and freedom are
understood in the present. 
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From reader reviews:

Margaret Barone:

The book Crossroads of Freedom: Slaves and Freed People in Bahia, Brazil, 1870-1910 give you a sense of
feeling enjoy for your spare time. You can use to make your capable much more increase. Book can being
your best friend when you getting stress or having big problem with the subject. If you can make reading a
book Crossroads of Freedom: Slaves and Freed People in Bahia, Brazil, 1870-1910 to get your habit, you can
get much more advantages, like add your own personal capable, increase your knowledge about several or all
subjects. You could know everything if you like wide open and read a reserve Crossroads of Freedom:
Slaves and Freed People in Bahia, Brazil, 1870-1910. Kinds of book are a lot of. It means that, science
publication or encyclopedia or other folks. So , how do you think about this reserve?

Kristen Mazur:

The book Crossroads of Freedom: Slaves and Freed People in Bahia, Brazil, 1870-1910 has a lot of
knowledge on it. So when you read this book you can get a lot of profit. The book was written by the very
famous author. The writer makes some research just before write this book. That book very easy to read you
can find the point easily after perusing this book.

Beth Johnson:

This Crossroads of Freedom: Slaves and Freed People in Bahia, Brazil, 1870-1910 is great book for you
because the content that is certainly full of information for you who also always deal with world and possess
to make decision every minute. This kind of book reveal it facts accurately using great arrange word or we
can state no rambling sentences inside. So if you are read this hurriedly you can have whole information in it.
Doesn't mean it only gives you straight forward sentences but hard core information with wonderful
delivering sentences. Having Crossroads of Freedom: Slaves and Freed People in Bahia, Brazil, 1870-1910
in your hand like having the world in your arm, information in it is not ridiculous just one. We can say that
no publication that offer you world in ten or fifteen minute right but this guide already do that. So , this really
is good reading book. Hey Mr. and Mrs. busy do you still doubt in which?

Cheryl Crockett:

It is possible to spend your free time you just read this book this book. This Crossroads of Freedom: Slaves
and Freed People in Bahia, Brazil, 1870-1910 is simple to develop you can read it in the park, in the beach,
train and soon. If you did not have much space to bring the printed book, you can buy typically the e-book. It
is make you much easier to read it. You can save the book in your smart phone. Consequently there are a lot
of benefits that you will get when one buys this book.
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