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In a special precinct dedicated to ritual sacrifice at Huaca de la Luna on the north coast of Peru, about
seventy-five men were killed and dismembered, their remains and body parts then carefully rearranged and
left on the ground with numerous offerings. The discovery of this large sacrificial site—one of the most
important sites of this type in the Americas—raises fundamental questions. Why was human sacrifice so
central to Moche ideology and religion? And why is sacrifice so intimately related to the notions of warfare
and capture?

In this pioneering book, Steve Bourget marshals all the currently available information from the archaeology
and visual culture of Huaca de la Luna as he seeks to understand the centrality of human sacrifice in Moche
ideology and, more broadly, the role(s) of violence in the development of social complexity. He begins by
providing a fully documented account of the archaeological contexts, demonstrating how closely interrelated
these contexts are to the rest of Moche material culture, including its iconography, the regalia of its elite, and
its monumental architecture. Bourget then probes the possible meanings of ritual violence and human
sacrifice and their intimate connections with concepts of divinity, ancestry, and foreignness. He builds a
convincing case that the iconography of ritual violence and the practice of human sacrifice at all the principal
Moche ceremonial centers were the main devices used in the establishment and development of the Moche
state.
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From reader reviews:

Barbara Richardson:

As people who live in the actual modest era should be upgrade about what going on or information even
knowledge to make all of them keep up with the era that is always change and move forward. Some of you
maybe will certainly update themselves by looking at books. It is a good choice for you but the problems
coming to anyone is you don't know what type you should start with. This Sacrifice, Violence, and Ideology
Among the Moche: The Rise of Social Complexity in Ancient Peru (William and Bettye Nowlin Series in
Art, History, and Cultur) is our recommendation to cause you to keep up with the world. Why, since this
book serves what you want and want in this era.

Trevor Cianciolo:

Often the book Sacrifice, Violence, and Ideology Among the Moche: The Rise of Social Complexity in
Ancient Peru (William and Bettye Nowlin Series in Art, History, and Cultur) has a lot of information on it.
So when you read this book you can get a lot of benefit. The book was authored by the very famous author.
Tom makes some research previous to write this book. This book very easy to read you can find the point
easily after reading this book.

Sarah Jackson:

Are you kind of active person, only have 10 or maybe 15 minute in your time to upgrading your mind
proficiency or thinking skill actually analytical thinking? Then you have problem with the book in
comparison with can satisfy your short space of time to read it because this all time you only find e-book that
need more time to be learn. Sacrifice, Violence, and Ideology Among the Moche: The Rise of Social
Complexity in Ancient Peru (William and Bettye Nowlin Series in Art, History, and Cultur) can be your
answer because it can be read by anyone who have those short time problems.

Christina Harper:

You can spend your free time to read this book this guide. This Sacrifice, Violence, and Ideology Among the
Moche: The Rise of Social Complexity in Ancient Peru (William and Bettye Nowlin Series in Art, History,
and Cultur) is simple bringing you can read it in the recreation area, in the beach, train in addition to soon. If
you did not include much space to bring often the printed book, you can buy the particular e-book. It is make
you better to read it. You can save often the book in your smart phone. Therefore there are a lot of benefits
that you will get when you buy this book.
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