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During the Civil War, cities, houses, forests, and soldiers’ bodies were transformed into “dead heaps of
ruins,” novel sights in the southern landscape. How did this happen, and why? And what did
Americans—northern and southern, black and white, male and female—make of this proliferation of ruins?
Ruin Nation is the first book to bring together environmental and cultural histories to consider the evocative
power of ruination as an imagined state, an act of destruction, and a process of change.

Megan Kate Nelson examines the narratives and images that Americans produced as they confronted the
war’s destructiveness. Architectural ruins—cities and houses—dominated the stories that soldiers and
civilians told about the “savage” behavior of men and the invasions of domestic privacy. The ruins of living
things—trees and bodies—also provoked discussion and debate. People who witnessed forests and men
being blown apart were plagued by anxieties about the impact of wartime technologies on nature and on
individual identities.

The obliteration of cities, houses, trees, and men was a shared experience. Nelson shows that this is one of
the ironies of the war’s ruination—in a time of the most extreme national divisiveness people found common
ground as they considered the war’s costs. And yet, very few of these ruins still exist, suggesting that the
destructive practices that dominated the experiences of Americans during the Civil War have been erased
from our national consciousness.
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From reader reviews:

Rhonda Robitaille:

In this 21st centuries, people become competitive in each and every way. By being competitive currently,
people have do something to make all of them survives, being in the middle of typically the crowded place
and notice simply by surrounding. One thing that oftentimes many people have underestimated the idea for a
while is reading. Yep, by reading a book your ability to survive raise then having chance to stand up than
other is high. For you who want to start reading the book, we give you this particular Ruin Nation:
Destruction and the American Civil War (UnCivil Wars Ser.) book as beginner and daily reading book. Why,
because this book is greater than just a book.

Linda Livingston:

Ruin Nation: Destruction and the American Civil War (UnCivil Wars Ser.) can be one of your beginner
books that are good idea. We recommend that straight away because this book has good vocabulary that will
increase your knowledge in language, easy to understand, bit entertaining but nonetheless delivering the
information. The article writer giving his/her effort to set every word into delight arrangement in writing
Ruin Nation: Destruction and the American Civil War (UnCivil Wars Ser.) yet doesn't forget the main place,
giving the reader the hottest and also based confirm resource data that maybe you can be among it. This great
information could drawn you into brand new stage of crucial thinking.

Maude Porter:

Is it you actually who having spare time then spend it whole day through watching television programs or
just lying down on the bed? Do you need something new? This Ruin Nation: Destruction and the American
Civil War (UnCivil Wars Ser.) can be the solution, oh how comes? The new book you know. You are
therefore out of date, spending your spare time by reading in this brand-new era is common not a nerd
activity. So what these ebooks have than the others?

Jessie Loudermilk:

As we know that book is significant thing to add our knowledge for everything. By a reserve we can know
everything we wish. A book is a group of written, printed, illustrated or even blank sheet. Every year was
exactly added. This guide Ruin Nation: Destruction and the American Civil War (UnCivil Wars Ser.) was
filled regarding science. Spend your extra time to add your knowledge about your scientific disciplines
competence. Some people has several feel when they reading the book. If you know how big good thing
about a book, you can really feel enjoy to read a book. In the modern era like today, many ways to get book
that you just wanted.
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