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In 1939, the Oregon Webfoots, coached by the visionary Howard Hobson, stormed through the first NCAA
basketball tournament, which was viewed as a risky coast-to-coast undertaking and perhaps only a one-year
experiment. Seventy-five years later, following the tournament’s evolution into a national obsession, the first
champions are still celebrated as “The Tall Firs.” They indeed had astounding height along the front line, but
with a pair of racehorse guards who had grown up across the street from each other in a historic Oregon
fishing town, they also played a revolutionarily fast-paced game.

Author Terry Frei’s track record as a narrative historian in such books as the acclaimed Horns, Hogs, and
Nixon Coming, plus a personal connection as an Oregon native whose father coached football at the
University of Oregon for seventeen seasons, makes him uniquely qualified to tell this story of the first
tournament and the first champions, in the context of their times. Plus, Frei long has been a fan of Clair Bee,
the Long Island University coach who later in life wrote the Chip Hilton Sports Series books, mesmerizing
young readers who didn’t know the backstory told here. In 1939, the Bee-coached LIU Blackbirds won the
NCAA tournament’s rival, the national invitation tournament in New York—then in only its second year,
and still under the conflict-of-interest sponsorship of the Metropolitan Basketball Writers Association. Frei
assesses both tournaments and, given the myths advanced for many years, his conclusions in many cases are
surprising.

Both events unfolded in a turbulent month when it was becoming increasingly apparent that Hitler's
belligerence would draw Europe and perhaps the world into another war . . . soon. Amid heated debates over
the extent to which America should become involved in Europe's affairs this time, the men playing in both
tournaments wondered if they might be called on to serve and fight. Of course, as some of the Webfoots
would demonstrate in especially notable fashion, the answer was yes.

It was a March before the Madness.
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From reader reviews:

Valerie Israel:

Throughout other case, little men and women like to read book March 1939: Before the Madness-The Story
of the First NCAA Basketball Tournament Champions. You can choose the best book if you appreciate
reading a book. Provided that we know about how is important some sort of book March 1939: Before the
Madness-The Story of the First NCAA Basketball Tournament Champions. You can add understanding and
of course you can around the world by the book. Absolutely right, since from book you can recognize
everything! From your country until foreign or abroad you can be known. About simple point until
wonderful thing you could know that. In this era, we could open a book or searching by internet system. It is
called e-book. You need to use it when you feel fed up to go to the library. Let's study.

Mary Wing:

Why? Because this March 1939: Before the Madness-The Story of the First NCAA Basketball Tournament
Champions is an unordinary book that the inside of the reserve waiting for you to snap it but latter it will jolt
you with the secret the item inside. Reading this book alongside it was fantastic author who else write the
book in such remarkable way makes the content inside of easier to understand, entertaining approach but still
convey the meaning totally. So , it is good for you for not hesitating having this nowadays or you going to
regret it. This unique book will give you a lot of benefits than the other book include such as help improving
your skill and your critical thinking approach. So , still want to postpone having that book? If I ended up you
I will go to the reserve store hurriedly.

Charlene Stidham:

Reading can called mind hangout, why? Because while you are reading a book specially book entitled March
1939: Before the Madness-The Story of the First NCAA Basketball Tournament Champions the mind will
drift away trough every dimension, wandering in each aspect that maybe unidentified for but surely can be
your mind friends. Imaging every word written in a reserve then become one type conclusion and
explanation which maybe you never get ahead of. The March 1939: Before the Madness-The Story of the
First NCAA Basketball Tournament Champions giving you an additional experience more than blown away
your head but also giving you useful facts for your better life in this particular era. So now let us teach you
the relaxing pattern at this point is your body and mind will likely be pleased when you are finished looking
at it, like winning a casino game. Do you want to try this extraordinary paying spare time activity?

Donald Murray:

This March 1939: Before the Madness-The Story of the First NCAA Basketball Tournament Champions is
great publication for you because the content which can be full of information for you who always deal with
world and possess to make decision every minute. This book reveal it details accurately using great arrange
word or we can state no rambling sentences inside. So if you are read that hurriedly you can have whole data



in it. Doesn't mean it only gives you straight forward sentences but difficult core information with attractive
delivering sentences. Having March 1939: Before the Madness-The Story of the First NCAA Basketball
Tournament Champions in your hand like obtaining the world in your arm, details in it is not ridiculous 1.
We can say that no e-book that offer you world within ten or fifteen moment right but this book already do
that. So , this really is good reading book. Heya Mr. and Mrs. busy do you still doubt in which?
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