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Home Fires tells the fascinating story of how changes in home heating over the nineteenth century spurred
the growth of networks that helped remake American society. Sean Patrick Adams reconstructs the ways in
which the "industrial hearth" appeared in American cities, the methods that entrepreneurs in home heating
markets used to convince consumers that their product designs and fuel choices were superior, and how elite,
middle-class, and poor Americans responded to these overtures.

Adams depicts the problem of dwindling supplies of firewood and the search for alternatives; the hazards of
cutting, digging, and drilling in the name of home heating; the trouble and expense of moving materials from
place to place; the rise of steam power; the growth of an industrial economy; and questions of economic
efficiency, at both the individual household and the regional level. Home Fires makes it clear that debates
over energy sources, energy policy, and company profit margins have been around a long time.

The challenge of staying warm in the industrializing North becomes a window into the complex world of
energy transitions, economic change, and emerging consumerism. Readers will understand the struggles of
urban families as they sought to adapt to the ever-changing nineteenth-century industrial landscape. This
perspective allows a unique view of the development of an industrial society not just from the ground up but
from the hearth up.
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From reader reviews:

Jackson Ponce:

This Home Fires: How Americans Kept Warm in the Nineteenth Century (How Things Worked) book is
simply not ordinary book, you have after that it the world is in your hands. The benefit you obtain by reading
this book will be information inside this publication incredible fresh, you will get info which is getting
deeper you actually read a lot of information you will get. This Home Fires: How Americans Kept Warm in
the Nineteenth Century (How Things Worked) without we know teach the one who reading it become
critical in contemplating and analyzing. Don't be worry Home Fires: How Americans Kept Warm in the
Nineteenth Century (How Things Worked) can bring whenever you are and not make your tote space or
bookshelves' grow to be full because you can have it in your lovely laptop even phone. This Home Fires:
How Americans Kept Warm in the Nineteenth Century (How Things Worked) having good arrangement in
word as well as layout, so you will not sense uninterested in reading.

David Carson:

This book untitled Home Fires: How Americans Kept Warm in the Nineteenth Century (How Things
Worked) to be one of several books this best seller in this year, that is because when you read this reserve
you can get a lot of benefit upon it. You will easily to buy this particular book in the book shop or you can
order it by using online. The publisher with this book sells the e-book too. It makes you more easily to read
this book, because you can read this book in your Smartphone. So there is no reason to you to past this
reserve from your list.

Eileen Moore:

Exactly why? Because this Home Fires: How Americans Kept Warm in the Nineteenth Century (How
Things Worked) is an unordinary book that the inside of the e-book waiting for you to snap that but latter it
will surprise you with the secret that inside. Reading this book next to it was fantastic author who have write
the book in such incredible way makes the content inside easier to understand, entertaining way but still
convey the meaning totally. So , it is good for you because of not hesitating having this any longer or you
going to regret it. This book will give you a lot of gains than the other book possess such as help improving
your ability and your critical thinking technique. So , still want to delay having that book? If I have been you
I will go to the publication store hurriedly.

John Edmondson:

Reading a reserve make you to get more knowledge from that. You can take knowledge and information
from a book. Book is created or printed or created from each source that filled update of news. Within this
modern era like right now, many ways to get information are available for you actually. From media social
such as newspaper, magazines, science guide, encyclopedia, reference book, fresh and comic. You can add
your knowledge by that book. Are you hip to spend your spare time to spread out your book? Or just
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