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Agincourt (1415) is an exceptionally famous battle, one that has generated a huge and enduring cultural
legacy in the six hundred years since it was fought. Everybody thinks they know what the battle was about.
Even John Lennon, aged 12, wrote a poem and drew a picture headed 'Agincourt'.

But why and how has Agincourt come to mean so much, to so many? Why do so many people claim their
ancestors served at the battle? Is the Agincourt of popular image the real Agincourt, or is our idea of the
battle simply taken from Shakespeare's famous depiction of it? Written by the world's leading expert on the
battle, this book shows just why it has occupied such a key place in English identity and history in the six
centuries since it was fought, exploring a cultural legacy that
stretches from bowmen to Beatles, via Shakespeare, Dickens, and the First World War.

Anne Curry first sets the scene, illuminating how and why the battle was fought, as well as its significance in
the wider history of the Hundred Years War. She then takes the Agincourt story through the centuries from
1415 to 2015, from the immediate, and sometimes surprising, responses to it on both sides of the Channel,
through its reinvention by Shakespeare in King Henry V (1599), and the enduring influence of both the play
and the film versions of it, especially the patriotic
Laurence Olivier version of 1944, at the time of the D-Day landings in Normandy.

But the legacy of Agincourt does not begin and end with Shakespeare's play: from the eighteenth century
onwards, on both sides of the Channel and in both the English and French speaking worlds the battle was
used as an explanation of national identity, giving rise to jingoistic works in print and music. It was at this
time that it became fashionable for the gentry to identify themselves with the victory, and in the Victorian
period the Agincourt archer came to be emphasized as the epitome of
'English freedom'. Indeed, even today, historians continue to 'refight' the battle - an academic contest which
has intensified over recent years, in the run-up to the sixth hundredth anniversary year of 2015.
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From reader reviews:

Lenora Dryer:

Throughout other case, little persons like to read book Agincourt: Great Battles. You can choose the best
book if you'd prefer reading a book. So long as we know about how is important the book Agincourt: Great
Battles. You can add know-how and of course you can around the world by way of a book. Absolutely right,
due to the fact from book you can recognize everything! From your country till foreign or abroad you will
find yourself known. About simple factor until wonderful thing it is possible to know that. In this era, we can
easily open a book or even searching by internet gadget. It is called e-book. You may use it when you feel
weary to go to the library. Let's examine.

Clarice Stephens:

Here thing why this particular Agincourt: Great Battles are different and dependable to be yours. First of all
examining a book is good nevertheless it depends in the content of computer which is the content is as tasty
as food or not. Agincourt: Great Battles giving you information deeper including different ways, you can
find any reserve out there but there is no guide that similar with Agincourt: Great Battles. It gives you thrill
examining journey, its open up your eyes about the thing which happened in the world which is perhaps can
be happened around you. It is easy to bring everywhere like in park, café, or even in your means home by
train. When you are having difficulties in bringing the paper book maybe the form of Agincourt: Great
Battles in e-book can be your option.

Gloria Todd:

In this period of time globalization it is important to someone to obtain information. The information will
make you to definitely understand the condition of the world. The healthiness of the world makes the
information much easier to share. You can find a lot of referrals to get information example: internet,
classifieds, book, and soon. You can view that now, a lot of publisher which print many kinds of book. The
particular book that recommended to you is Agincourt: Great Battles this book consist a lot of the
information from the condition of this world now. This kind of book was represented how can the world has
grown up. The terminology styles that writer require to explain it is easy to understand. The actual writer
made some research when he makes this book. Here is why this book appropriate all of you.

William Pettigrew:

Reading a book make you to get more knowledge from it. You can take knowledge and information
originating from a book. Book is created or printed or descriptive from each source this filled update of
news. Within this modern era like now, many ways to get information are available for a person. From media
social similar to newspaper, magazines, science e-book, encyclopedia, reference book, new and comic. You
can add your understanding by that book. Ready to spend your spare time to spread out your book? Or just
seeking the Agincourt: Great Battles when you needed it?
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