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"Many artists seek to attain immortality through their art, but few would expect their work to outlast the
human race and live on for billions of years. As Canadian poet Christian Bök has realized, it all comes down
to the durability of your materials."—The Guardian

Internationally best-selling poet Christian Bök has spent more than ten years writing what promises to be the
first example of "living poetry." After successfully demonstrating his concept in a colony of E. coli, Bök is
on the verge of enciphering a beautiful, anomalous poem into the genome of an unkillable bacterium
(Deinococcus radiodurans), which can, in turn, "read" his text, responding to it by manufacturing a viable,
benign protein, whose sequence of amino acids enciphers yet another poem. The engineered organism might
conceivably serve as a post-apocalyptic archive, capable of outlasting our civilization.

Book I of The Xenotext constitutes a kind of "demonic grimoire," providing a scientific framework for the
project with a series of poems, texts, and illustrations. A Virgilian welcome to the Inferno, Book I is the
"orphic" volume in a diptych, addressing the pastoral heritage of poets, who have sought to supplant nature
in both beauty and terror. The book sets the conceptual groundwork for the second volume, which will
document the experiment itself. The Xenotext is experimental poetry in the truest sense of the term.

Christian Bök is the author of Crystallography (1994) and Eunoia (2001), which won the Griffin Poetry
Prize. He teaches at the University of Calgary in Alberta, Canada.
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From reader reviews:

John Buckner:

The publication untitled The Xenotext: Book 1 is the reserve that recommended to you you just read. You
can see the quality of the book content that will be shown to a person. The language that article author use to
explained their ideas are easily to understand. The copy writer was did a lot of research when write the book,
hence the information that they share for your requirements is absolutely accurate. You also could get the e-
book of The Xenotext: Book 1 from the publisher to make you a lot more enjoy free time.

Marcos Gorman:

Spent a free the perfect time to be fun activity to perform! A lot of people spent their down time with their
family, or their very own friends. Usually they doing activity like watching television, planning to beach, or
picnic inside the park. They actually doing same every week. Do you feel it? Will you something different to
fill your personal free time/ holiday? Might be reading a book can be option to fill your no cost time/
holiday. The first thing that you will ask may be what kinds of publication that you should read. If you want
to test look for book, may be the e-book untitled The Xenotext: Book 1 can be fine book to read. May be it
may be best activity to you.

Kevin Kennard:

Why? Because this The Xenotext: Book 1 is an unordinary book that the inside of the reserve waiting for you
to snap this but latter it will surprise you with the secret it inside. Reading this book next to it was fantastic
author who else write the book in such remarkable way makes the content inside of easier to understand,
entertaining method but still convey the meaning completely. So , it is good for you because of not hesitating
having this nowadays or you going to regret it. This amazing book will give you a lot of positive aspects than
the other book get such as help improving your proficiency and your critical thinking means. So , still want
to postpone having that book? If I have been you I will go to the guide store hurriedly.

Liza Serrano:

With this era which is the greater man or who has ability in doing something more are more important than
other. Do you want to become one among it? It is just simple solution to have that. What you need to do is
just spending your time very little but quite enough to get a look at some books. On the list of books in the
top record in your reading list will be The Xenotext: Book 1. This book and that is qualified as The Hungry
Hillsides can get you closer in growing to be precious person. By looking up and review this reserve you can
get many advantages.
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