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First published in German in 1804, under the nom de plume “Bonaventura,” The Nightwatches of
Bonaventura is a dark, twisted, and comic novel, one part Poe and one part Beckett. The narrator and
antihero is not Bonaventura but a night watchman named Kreuzgang, a failed poet, actor, and puppeteer who
claims to be the spawn of the devil himself. As a night watchman, Kreuzgang takes voyeuristic pleasure in
spying on the follies of his fellow citizens, and every night he makes his rounds and stops to peer into a
window or door, where he observes framed scenes of murder, despair, theft, romance, and other private
activities. In his reactions, Kreuzgang is cynical and pessimistic, yet not without humor. For him, life is a
grotesque, macabre, and base joke played by a mechanical and heartless force.

Since its publication, fans have speculated on the novel’s authorship, and it is now believed to be by theater
director August Klingemann, who first staged Goethe’s Faust. Organized into sixteen separate nightwatches,
the sordid scenes glimpsed through parted curtains, framed by door chinks, and lit by candles and shadows
anticipate the cinematic. A cross between the gothic and the romantic, The Nightwatches of Bonaventura is
brilliant in its perverse intensity, presenting an inventory of human despair and disgust through the eyes of a
bitter, sardonic watcher who draws laughter from tragedy.

Translated by Gerald Gillespie, who supplies a fresh introduction, The Nightwatches of Bonaventura will be
welcomed by a new generation of English-language fans eager to sample the night’s dark offerings.
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From reader reviews:

John Glass:

What do you think of book? It is just for students as they are still students or the item for all people in the
world, the particular best subject for that? Merely you can be answered for that question above. Every person
has various personality and hobby for each other. Don't to be forced someone or something that they don't
want do that. You must know how great as well as important the book The Nightwatches of Bonaventura.
All type of book is it possible to see on many sources. You can look for the internet sources or other social
media.

George Eichner:

This The Nightwatches of Bonaventura are reliable for you who want to become a successful person, why.
The reason of this The Nightwatches of Bonaventura can be one of many great books you must have is
usually giving you more than just simple looking at food but feed an individual with information that might
be will shock your before knowledge. This book will be handy, you can bring it almost everywhere and
whenever your conditions in e-book and printed versions. Beside that this The Nightwatches of Bonaventura
forcing you to have an enormous of experience for instance rich vocabulary, giving you test of critical
thinking that we all know it useful in your day task. So , let's have it and enjoy reading.

Mildred McConkey:

Spent a free time to be fun activity to perform! A lot of people spent their spare time with their family, or all
their friends. Usually they doing activity like watching television, likely to beach, or picnic within the park.
They actually doing same every week. Do you feel it? Do you wish to something different to fill your current
free time/ holiday? May be reading a book could be option to fill your no cost time/ holiday. The first thing
you ask may be what kinds of book that you should read. If you want to try look for book, may be the guide
untitled The Nightwatches of Bonaventura can be very good book to read. May be it is usually best activity
to you.

Gary Johnson:

The Nightwatches of Bonaventura can be one of your beginning books that are good idea. Most of us
recommend that straight away because this reserve has good vocabulary that will increase your knowledge in
vocab, easy to understand, bit entertaining but still delivering the information. The writer giving his/her
effort to put every word into delight arrangement in writing The Nightwatches of Bonaventura yet doesn't
forget the main point, giving the reader the hottest and based confirm resource information that maybe you
can be considered one of it. This great information could drawn you into completely new stage of crucial
pondering.
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