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When asmall group of free men of color gathered in 1838 to celebrate the end of apprenticeship in
Barbados, they spoke of emancipation as the moment of freedom for all colored people, not just the former
slaves. The fact that many of these men had owned slaves themselves gives a hollow ring to their lofty
pronouncements. Y et in The Children of Africain the Colonies, Melanie J. Newton demonstrates that ssmply
dismissing these men as hypocrites ignores the complexity of their relationship to slavery. Exploring the role
of free blacksin Barbados from 1790 to 1860, Newton argues that the emancipation process transformed
social relations between Afro-Barbadians and slaves and ex-slaves.

Free people of color in Barbados genuinely wanted slavery to end, Newton explains, a desire motivated in
part by the realization that emancipation offered them significant political advantages. As aresult, free
people's goals for the civil rights struggle that began in Barbados in the 1790s often diverged from those of
the slaves, and the tensions that formed along class, education, and gender lines severely weakened the
movement. While the populist masses viewed emancipation as an opportunity to form a united community
among all people of color, wealthy free people viewed it as a chance to better their position relative to white
Europeans.

To thisend, free people of color refashioned their identitiesin relationship to Africa. Prior to the 1820s,
Newton reveals, they downplayed their African descent, emphasizing instead their legal status as free people
and their position as owners of property, including slaves. As the emancipation debate in the Atlantic world
reached its zenith in the 1820s and 1830s and whites grew increasingly hostile and inflexible, elite free
people alied themselves with the politics of the working class and the daves, relying for the first time on
their African heritage and the association of their skin color with slavery to openly challenge white
supremacy.

After emancipation, free people of color again redefined themselves, now as loyal British imperial subjects,
casting themselves in the role of political protectors of their ex-slave brethren in an attempt to escape social
and political disenfranchisement. While some wealthy men of color gained political influence as aresult of
emancipation, the absence of fundamental change in the distribution of land and wealth left most men and
women of color with little hope of political independence or social mobility.

Mining arich vein of primary and secondary sources, Newton's study elegantly describes how class divisions

and disagreements over labor and socia policy among free and slave black Barbadians led to political unrest
and devastated the hope for an entirely new social structure and a plebeian majority in the British Caribbean.
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From reader reviews:
Sharon Hall:

Book is actually written, printed, or outlined for everything. Y ou can realize everything you want by a
publication. Book has a different type. To be sure that book isimportant factor to bring us around the world.
Beside that you can your reading expertise was fluently. A reserve The Children of Africain the Colonies:
Free People of Color in Barbados in the Age of Emancipation (Antislavery, Abolition, and the Atlantic
World) will make you to become smarter. Y ou can feel more confidence if you can know about every thing.
But some of you think which open or reading some sort of book make you bored. It is not make you fun.
Why they may be thought like that? Have you trying to find best book or acceptable book with you?

John Herrera:

Book isto be different for each grade. Book for children right up until adult are different content. To be sure
that book is very important normally. The book The Children of Africain the Colonies: Free People of Color
in Barbados in the Age of Emancipation (Antislavery, Abalition, and the Atlantic World) seemed to be
making you to know about other expertise and of course you can take more information. It is rather
advantages for you. The e-book The Children of Africain the Colonies. Free People of Color in Barbadosin
the Age of Emancipation (Antislavery, Abolition, and the Atlantic World) is not only giving you
considerably more new information but also to be your friend when you sense bored. Y ou can spend your
own spend time to read your publication. Try to make relationship together with the book The Children of
Africain the Colonies: Free People of Color in Barbados in the Age of Emancipation (Antislavery,
Abolition, and the Atlantic World). Y ou never sense lose out for everything should you read some books.

Lynn Jordan:

This The Children of Africain the Colonies: Free People of Color in Barbados in the Age of Emancipation
(Antisdlavery, Abalition, and the Atlantic World) usually are reliable for you who want to be considered a
successful person, why. The reason of this The Children of Africain the Colonies. Free People of Color in
Barbados in the Age of Emancipation (Antislavery, Abolition, and the Atlantic World) can be one of severa
great books you must have is definitely giving you more than just simple examining food but feed you
actually with information that perhaps will shock your earlier knowledge. This book is actually handy, you
can bring it everywhere and whenever your conditions at e-book and printed people. Beside that this The
Children of Africain the Colonies: Free People of Color in Barbados in the Age of Emancipation
(Antislavery, Abolition, and the Atlantic World) giving you an enormous of experience like rich vocabulary,
giving you demo of critical thinking that we realize it useful in your day action. So , let's have it and
luxuriate in reading.



Therese Webb:

This The Children of Africain the Colonies: Free People of Color in Barbados in the Age of Emancipation
(Antislavery, Abalition, and the Atlantic World) is new way for you who has fascination to look for some
information since it relief your hunger of information. Getting deeper you into it getting knowledge more
you know otherwise you who still having small amount of digest in reading this The Children of Africain
the Colonies. Free People of Color in Barbados in the Age of Emancipation (Antislavery, Abolition, and the
Atlantic World) can be the light food in your case because the information inside this kind of book is easy to
get by simply anyone. These books build itself in the form that is certainly reachable by anyone, yes| mean
in the e-book form. People who think that in book form make them feel drowsy even dizzy this e-book isthe
answer. So thereis not any in reading a guide especially this one. Y ou can find actually looking for. It should

be here for aperson. So, don't missthis! Just read this e-book sort for your better life in addition to
knowledge.
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