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Political authority contains an inherent contradiction. Rulers must reinforce social inequality and bolster their
own unique position at the top of the sociopolitical hierarchy, yet simultaneously emphasize social
similarities and the commonalities shared by all. Political Strategies in Pre-Columbian Mesoamerica
explores the different and complex ways that those who exercised authority in the region confronted this
contradiction.

New data from a variety of well-known scholars in Mesoamerican archaeology reveal the creation,
perpetuation, and contestation of politically authoritative relationships between rulers and subjects and
between nobles and commoners. The contributions span the geographic breadth and temporal extent of pre-
Columbian Mesoamerica—from Preclassic Oaxaca to the Classic Petén region of Guatemala to the
Postclassic Michoacán—and the contributors weave together archaeological, epigraphic, and ethnohistoric
data.

Grappling with the questions of how those exercising authority convince others to follow and why
individuals often choose to recognize and comply with authority, Political Strategies in Pre-Columbian
Mesoamerica discusses why the study of political authority is both timely and significant, reviews how
scholars have historically understood the operation of political authority, and proposes a new analytical
framework to understand how rulers rule.

Contributors include Sarah B. Barber, Joanne Baron, Christopher S. Beekman, Jeffrey Brzezinski, Bryce
Davenport, Charles Golden, Takeshi Inomata, Arthur A. Joyce, Sarah Kurnick, Carlo J. Lucido, Simon
Martin, Tatsuya Murakami, Helen Perlstein Pollard, and Víctor Salazar Chávez.
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From reader reviews:

Virginia Carter:

Do you have favorite book? In case you have, what is your favorite's book? E-book is very important thing
for us to learn everything in the world. Each reserve has different aim or maybe goal; it means that book has
different type. Some people really feel enjoy to spend their time and energy to read a book. They are reading
whatever they take because their hobby will be reading a book. How about the person who don't like reading
through a book? Sometime, individual feel need book if they found difficult problem or exercise. Well,
probably you will want this Political Strategies in Pre-Columbian Mesoamerica.

Donald Lester:

As people who live in the actual modest era should be upgrade about what going on or facts even knowledge
to make them keep up with the era and that is always change and advance. Some of you maybe may update
themselves by looking at books. It is a good choice to suit your needs but the problems coming to anyone is
you don't know what one you should start with. This Political Strategies in Pre-Columbian Mesoamerica is
our recommendation to cause you to keep up with the world. Why, since this book serves what you want and
need in this era.

Craig Brown:

Reading a book to become new life style in this calendar year; every people loves to examine a book. When
you read a book you can get a large amount of benefit. When you read books, you can improve your
knowledge, due to the fact book has a lot of information onto it. The information that you will get depend on
what forms of book that you have read. In order to get information about your examine, you can read
education books, but if you want to entertain yourself look for a fiction books, these us novel, comics, and
soon. The Political Strategies in Pre-Columbian Mesoamerica provide you with a new experience in studying
a book.

Pat Thomas:

That guide can make you to feel relax. This specific book Political Strategies in Pre-Columbian
Mesoamerica was vibrant and of course has pictures around. As we know that book Political Strategies in
Pre-Columbian Mesoamerica has many kinds or style. Start from kids until young adults. For example
Naruto or Investigator Conan you can read and think you are the character on there. Therefore not at all of
book usually are make you bored, any it can make you feel happy, fun and chill out. Try to choose the best
book to suit your needs and try to like reading which.
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