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Franciscan missionary friar Junípero Serra (1713–1784), one of the most widely known and influential
inhabitants of early California, embodied many of the ideas and practices that animated the Spanish presence
in the Americas. In this definitive biography, translators and historians Rose Marie Beebe and Robert M.
Senkewicz bring this complex figure to life and illuminate the Spanish period of California and the American
Southwest.

In Junípero Serra: California, Indians, and the Transformation of a Missionary, Beebe and Senkewicz focus
on Serra’s religious identity and his relations with Native peoples. They intersperse their narrative with new
and accessible translations of many of Serra’s letters and sermons, which allows his voice to be heard in a
more direct and engaging fashion.

Serra spent thirty-four years as a missionary to Indians in Mexico and California. He believed that
paternalistic religious rule offered Indians a better life than their oppressive exploitation by colonial soldiers
and settlers, which he deemed the only realistic alternative available to them at that time and place. Serra’s
unswerving commitment to his vision embroiled him in frequent conflicts with California’s governors,
soldiers, native peoples, and even his fellow missionaries. Yet because he prevailed often enough, he was
able to place his unique stamp on the first years of California’s history.

Beebe and Senkewicz interpret Junípero Serra neither as a saint nor as the personification of the Black
Legend. They recount his life from his birth in a small farming village on Mallorca. They detail his
experiences in central Mexico and Baja California, as well as the tumultuous fifteen years he spent as
founder of the California missions. Serra’s Franciscan ideals are analyzed in their eighteenth-century context,
which allows readers to understand more fully the differences and similarities between his world and ours.
Combining history, culture, and linguistics, this new study conveys the power and nuance of Serra’s voice
and, ultimately, his impact on history.
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From reader reviews:

George Marsh:

Inside other case, little individuals like to read book Junípero Serra: California, Indians, and the
Transformation of a Missionary (Before Gold: California under Spain and Mexico Series). You can choose
the best book if you like reading a book. Provided that we know about how is important any book Junípero
Serra: California, Indians, and the Transformation of a Missionary (Before Gold: California under Spain and
Mexico Series). You can add knowledge and of course you can around the world by way of a book.
Absolutely right, since from book you can learn everything! From your country right up until foreign or
abroad you will end up known. About simple thing until wonderful thing it is possible to know that. In this
era, we can easily open a book or searching by internet gadget. It is called e-book. You can utilize it when
you feel fed up to go to the library. Let's go through.

Benjamin French:

Reading a book tends to be new life style in this era globalization. With studying you can get a lot of
information that can give you benefit in your life. Along with book everyone in this world can easily share
their idea. Publications can also inspire a lot of people. Lots of author can inspire their very own reader with
their story or perhaps their experience. Not only the storyplot that share in the ebooks. But also they write
about the knowledge about something that you need example of this. How to get the good score toefl, or how
to teach your young ones, there are many kinds of book that exist now. The authors in this world always try
to improve their ability in writing, they also doing some exploration before they write to their book. One of
them is this Junípero Serra: California, Indians, and the Transformation of a Missionary (Before Gold:
California under Spain and Mexico Series).

Bobby Kile:

Your reading sixth sense will not betray an individual, why because this Junípero Serra: California, Indians,
and the Transformation of a Missionary (Before Gold: California under Spain and Mexico Series) guide
written by well-known writer whose to say well how to make book that could be understand by anyone who
have read the book. Written in good manner for you, leaking every ideas and composing skill only for
eliminate your personal hunger then you still hesitation Junípero Serra: California, Indians, and the
Transformation of a Missionary (Before Gold: California under Spain and Mexico Series) as good book not
simply by the cover but also by the content. This is one publication that can break don't determine book by
its include, so do you still needing a different sixth sense to pick this!? Oh come on your reading sixth sense
already alerted you so why you have to listening to yet another sixth sense.

Mary Stone:

You may spend your free time to see this book this publication. This Junípero Serra: California, Indians, and



the Transformation of a Missionary (Before Gold: California under Spain and Mexico Series) is simple to
develop you can read it in the park, in the beach, train in addition to soon. If you did not include much space
to bring often the printed book, you can buy typically the e-book. It is make you quicker to read it. You can
save typically the book in your smart phone. Thus there are a lot of benefits that you will get when one buys
this book.
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