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“Reading Hammer Head, like consuming Cheryl Strayed’s Wild, feels like a crucial education.”—Isabella
Biedenharn, Entertainment Weekly

Nina MacLaughlin spent her twenties working at a Boston newspaper, sitting behind a desk and staring at a
screen. Yearning for more tangible work, she applied for a job she saw on Craigslist—Carpenter’s Assistant:
Women strongly encouraged to apply—despite being a Classics major who couldn't tell a Phillips from a
flathead screwdriver. She got the job, and in Hammer Head she tells the rich and entertaining story of
becoming a carpenter.

Writing with infectious curiosity, MacLaughlin describes the joys and frustrations of making things by hand,
reveals the challenges of working as a woman in an occupation that is 99 percent male, and explains how
manual labor changed the way she sees the world. We meet her unflappable mentor, Mary, a petite but tough
carpenter-sage (“Be smarter than the tools!”), as well as wild demo dudes, foul-mouthed plumbers, grizzled
hardware store clerks, and the colorful clients whose homes she and Mary work in.

Whisking her readers from job to job—building a wall, remodeling a kitchen, gut-renovating a
house—MacLaughlin examines the history of the tools she uses and the virtues and varieties of wood.
Throughout, she draws on the wisdom of Ovid, Annie Dillard, Studs Terkel, and Mary Oliver to illuminate
her experience of work. And, in a deeply moving climax, MacLaughlin strikes out on her own for the first
time to build bookshelves for her own father.

Hammer Head is a passionate book full of sweat, swearing, bashed thumbs, and a deep sense of finding real
meaning in work and life.
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From reader reviews:

Ivan Caputo:

Within other case, little men and women like to read book Hammer Head: The Making of a Carpenter. You
can choose the best book if you appreciate reading a book. So long as we know about how is important some
sort of book Hammer Head: The Making of a Carpenter. You can add information and of course you can
around the world by the book. Absolutely right, because from book you can learn everything! From your
country until finally foreign or abroad you may be known. About simple point until wonderful thing you
could know that. In this era, you can open a book or even searching by internet product. It is called e-book.
You can utilize it when you feel bored stiff to go to the library. Let's learn.

Miguel Philip:

People live in this new day time of lifestyle always make an effort to and must have the time or they will get
lots of stress from both day to day life and work. So , whenever we ask do people have spare time, we will
say absolutely indeed. People is human not really a huge robot. Then we consult again, what kind of activity
are you experiencing when the spare time coming to you of course your answer can unlimited right. Then
ever try this one, reading ebooks. It can be your alternative within spending your spare time, the book you
have read is Hammer Head: The Making of a Carpenter.

Omar Carter:

Your reading 6th sense will not betray anyone, why because this Hammer Head: The Making of a Carpenter
book written by well-known writer who really knows well how to make book which can be understand by
anyone who also read the book. Written with good manner for you, leaking every ideas and producing skill
only for eliminate your current hunger then you still doubt Hammer Head: The Making of a Carpenter as
good book not only by the cover but also by the content. This is one guide that can break don't determine
book by its handle, so do you still needing an additional sixth sense to pick this specific!? Oh come on your
reading sixth sense already told you so why you have to listening to another sixth sense.

Jesus Jones:

In this time globalization it is important to someone to get information. The information will make a
professional understand the condition of the world. The condition of the world makes the information much
easier to share. You can find a lot of sources to get information example: internet, newspaper, book, and
soon. You can view that now, a lot of publisher in which print many kinds of book. Often the book that
recommended for your requirements is Hammer Head: The Making of a Carpenter this publication consist a
lot of the information of the condition of this world now. This kind of book was represented how does the
world has grown up. The vocabulary styles that writer value to explain it is easy to understand. The writer
made some study when he makes this book. Here is why this book appropriate all of you.
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