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In Shelby Steele's beautifully wrought and thoughtprovoking new book, A Bound Man, the award-winning
and bestselling author of The Content of Our Character attests that Senator Barack Obama's groundbreaking
quest for the highest office in the land is fast becoming a galvanizing occasion beyond mere presidential
politics, one that is forcing a national dialogue on the current state of race relations in America. Says Steele,
poverty and inequality usually are the focus of such dialogues, but Obama's bid for so high an office pushes
the conversation to a more abstract level where race is a politics of guilt and innocence generated by our
painful racial history -- a kind of morality play between (and within) the races in which innocence is power
and guilt is impotence.

Steele writes of how Obama is caught between the two classic postures that blacks have always used to make
their way in the white American mainstream: bargaining and challenging. Bargainers strike a "bargain" with
white America in which they say, I will not rub America's ugly history of racism in your face if you will not
hold my race against me. Challengers do the opposite of bargainers. They charge whites with inherent racism
and then demand that they prove themselves innocent by supporting black-friendly policies like affirmative
action and diversity.

Steele maintains that Senator Obama is too constrained by these elaborate politics to find his own true
political voice. Obama has the temperament, intelligence, and background -- an interracial family, a sterling
education -- to guide America beyond the exhausted racial politics that now prevail. And yet he is a
Promethean figure, a bound man.

Says Steele, Americans are constrained by a racial correctness so totalitarian that we are afraid even to
privately ask ourselves what we think about racial matters. Like Obama, most of us find it easier to program
ourselves for correctness rather than risk knowing and expressing what we truly feel. Obama emerges as a
kind of Everyman in whom we can see our own struggle to accept and honor what we honestly feel about
race. In A Bound Man, Steele makes clear the precise constellation of forces that bind Senator Obama, and
proposes a way for him to break these bonds and find his own voice.The courage to trust in one's own careful
judgment is the new racial progress, the "way out" from the forces that now bind us all.
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From reader reviews:

Ryan Brown:

Do you really one of the book lovers? If yes, do you ever feeling doubt if you are in the book store? Try and
pick one book that you never know the inside because don't judge book by its deal with may doesn't work the
following is difficult job because you are frightened that the inside maybe not seeing that fantastic as in the
outside appearance likes. Maybe you answer is usually A Bound Man: Why We Are Excited About Obama
and Why He Can't Win why because the great cover that make you consider regarding the content will not
disappoint anyone. The inside or content is usually fantastic as the outside as well as cover. Your reading
sixth sense will directly show you to pick up this book.

Michele Stein:

Do you like reading a guide? Confuse to looking for your preferred book? Or your book had been rare? Why
so many concern for the book? But virtually any people feel that they enjoy for reading. Some people likes
reading, not only science book but additionally novel and A Bound Man: Why We Are Excited About
Obama and Why He Can't Win or even others sources were given knowledge for you. After you know how
the truly amazing a book, you feel want to read more and more. Science book was created for teacher or
students especially. Those guides are helping them to bring their knowledge. In additional case, beside
science publication, any other book likes A Bound Man: Why We Are Excited About Obama and Why He
Can't Win to make your spare time a lot more colorful. Many types of book like this.

Charles Rowe:

A lot of book has printed but it is unique. You can get it by world wide web on social media. You can choose
the most beneficial book for you, science, comedy, novel, or whatever by simply searching from it. It is
called of book A Bound Man: Why We Are Excited About Obama and Why He Can't Win. Contain your
knowledge by it. Without departing the printed book, it could add your knowledge and make you actually
happier to read. It is most critical that, you must aware about guide. It can bring you from one place to other
place.

Beverly Thomas:

Some individuals said that they feel bored stiff when they reading a book. They are directly felt that when
they get a half regions of the book. You can choose typically the book A Bound Man: Why We Are Excited
About Obama and Why He Can't Win to make your own reading is interesting. Your personal skill of
reading expertise is developing when you similar to reading. Try to choose simple book to make you enjoy to
read it and mingle the impression about book and studying especially. It is to be initial opinion for you to like
to wide open a book and read it. Beside that the reserve A Bound Man: Why We Are Excited About Obama
and Why He Can't Win can to be your brand-new friend when you're really feel alone and confuse using
what must you're doing of that time.
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