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Nearly 40% of all Americans have no connection with organized religion. Yet many of these people, even
though they might never step inside a house of worship, live profoundly spiritual lives. But what is the nature
and value of unchurched spirituality in America? Is it a recent phenomenon, a New Age fad that will soon
fade, or a long-standing and essential aspect of the American experience?
In Spiritual But Not Religious, Robert Fuller offers fascinating answers to these questions. He shows that
alternative spiritual practices have a long and rich history in America, dating back to the colonial period,
when church membership rarely exceeded 17% and interest in astrology, numerology, magic, and witchcraft
ran high. Fuller traces such unchurched traditions into the mid-nineteenth century, when Americans
responded enthusiastically to new philosophies such as Swedenborgianism, Transcendentalism, and
mesmerism, right up to the current interest in meditation, channeling, divination, and a host of other
unconventional spiritual practices. Throughout, Fuller argues that far from the flighty and narcissistic
dilettantes they are often made out to be, unchurched spiritual seekers embrace a mature and dynamic set of
basic beliefs. They focus on inner sources of spirituality and on this world rather than the afterlife; they
believe in the accessibility of God and in the mind's untapped powers; they see a fundamental unity between
science and religion and an equality between genders and races; and they are more willing to test their beliefs
and change them when they prove untenable.
Timely, sweeping in its scope, and informed by a clear historical understanding, Spiritual But Not Religious
offers fresh perspective on the growing numbers of Americans who find their spirituality outside the church.
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From reader reviews:

Willard Griffin:

In this 21st one hundred year, people become competitive in most way. By being competitive currently,
people have do something to make these people survives, being in the middle of the particular crowded place
and notice by surrounding. One thing that sometimes many people have underestimated that for a while is
reading. Sure, by reading a reserve your ability to survive increase then having chance to stand than other is
high. For you who want to start reading any book, we give you this specific Spiritual, but not Religious:
Understanding Unchurched America book as starter and daily reading publication. Why, because this book is
more than just a book.

Bert Ferguson:

The reserve with title Spiritual, but not Religious: Understanding Unchurched America contains a lot of
information that you can learn it. You can get a lot of benefit after read this book. This kind of book exist
new knowledge the information that exist in this book represented the condition of the world at this point.
That is important to yo7u to be aware of how the improvement of the world. This specific book will bring
you with new era of the internationalization. You can read the e-book with your smart phone, so you can
read that anywhere you want.

Stephanie Gilley:

Reading can called brain hangout, why? Because if you find yourself reading a book specifically book
entitled Spiritual, but not Religious: Understanding Unchurched America your mind will drift away trough
every dimension, wandering in most aspect that maybe mysterious for but surely will become your mind
friends. Imaging every word written in a e-book then become one web form conclusion and explanation
which maybe you never get prior to. The Spiritual, but not Religious: Understanding Unchurched America
giving you yet another experience more than blown away your brain but also giving you useful data for your
better life within this era. So now let us teach you the relaxing pattern is your body and mind are going to be
pleased when you are finished reading through it, like winning a. Do you want to try this extraordinary
shelling out spare time activity?

Jose Laney:

Reading a book to become new life style in this yr; every people loves to study a book. When you study a
book you can get a large amount of benefit. When you read textbooks, you can improve your knowledge,
since book has a lot of information onto it. The information that you will get depend on what sorts of book
that you have read. If you would like get information about your analysis, you can read education books, but
if you want to entertain yourself you can read a fiction books, such us novel, comics, as well as soon. The
Spiritual, but not Religious: Understanding Unchurched America provide you with a new experience in
reading a book.
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