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Why do female animals select certain mates, and how do scientists determine the answer? In considering
these questions, Erika Lorraine Milam explores the fascinating patterns of experiment and interpretation that
emerged as twentieth-century researchers studied sexual selection and female choice.

Approaching the topic from both biological and animal-studies perspectives, Milam not only presents a
broad history of sexual selection -- from Darwin to sociobiology -- but also analyzes the animal-human
continuum from the perspectives of sex, evolution, and behavior. She asks how social and cultural
assumptions influence human-animal research and wonders about the implications of gender on scientific
outcomes.

Although female choice appears to be a straightforward theoretical concept, the study of sexual selection has
been anything but simple. Scientists in the early twentieth century investigated female choice in animals but
did so with human social and sexual behavior as their ultimate objective. By the 1940s, evolutionary
biologists and population geneticists shifted their focus, studying instead how evolution affected natural
animal populations. Two decades later, organismal biologists once again redefined the investigation of
sexual selection as sociobiology came to dominate the discipline.

Outlining the ever-changing history of this field of study, Milam uncovers lost mid-century research
programs and finds that the discipline did not languish in the decades between Darwin's theory of sexual
selection and sociobiology, as observers commonly believed. Rather, population geneticists, ethologists, and
organismal biologists alike continued to investigate this important theory throughout the twentieth century.
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From reader reviews:

Charles Tebo:

Now a day individuals who Living in the era just where everything reachable by talk with the internet and
the resources in it can be true or not need people to be aware of each facts they get. How individuals to be
smart in getting any information nowadays? Of course the answer then is reading a book. Reading a book
can help persons out of this uncertainty Information specifically this Looking for a Few Good Males: Female
Choice in Evolutionary Biology (Animals, History, Culture) book because this book offers you rich data and
knowledge. Of course the knowledge in this book hundred percent guarantees there is no doubt in it you
probably know this.

Jolie Browne:

Looking for a Few Good Males: Female Choice in Evolutionary Biology (Animals, History, Culture) can be
one of your basic books that are good idea. Many of us recommend that straight away because this book has
good vocabulary which could increase your knowledge in vocabulary, easy to understand, bit entertaining
but nevertheless delivering the information. The article author giving his/her effort to set every word into
pleasure arrangement in writing Looking for a Few Good Males: Female Choice in Evolutionary Biology
(Animals, History, Culture) nevertheless doesn't forget the main point, giving the reader the hottest as well as
based confirm resource details that maybe you can be one among it. This great information could drawn you
into completely new stage of crucial considering.

Jeffery Harman:

Are you kind of busy person, only have 10 or perhaps 15 minute in your day to upgrading your mind skill or
thinking skill actually analytical thinking? Then you are receiving problem with the book as compared to can
satisfy your limited time to read it because this time you only find e-book that need more time to be go
through. Looking for a Few Good Males: Female Choice in Evolutionary Biology (Animals, History,
Culture) can be your answer since it can be read by an individual who have those short extra time problems.

Lupe Holloway:

Don't be worry when you are afraid that this book will probably filled the space in your house, you might
have it in e-book method, more simple and reachable. This Looking for a Few Good Males: Female Choice
in Evolutionary Biology (Animals, History, Culture) can give you a lot of buddies because by you
investigating this one book you have thing that they don't and make an individual more like an interesting
person. This book can be one of a step for you to get success. This publication offer you information that
maybe your friend doesn't know, by knowing more than various other make you to be great persons. So ,
why hesitate? Let us have Looking for a Few Good Males: Female Choice in Evolutionary Biology
(Animals, History, Culture).
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