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Jumped In tells the story of the gangs of Los Angeles in the words of the gang members themselves as well
as the people who interact with them on a daily basis--trying to arrest them, control them, and help them.
There are priests and police officers, murderers and drug dealers, victims and grieving mothers, and other
assorted characters, often partnering in unlikely ways. Jorja Leap's work draws upon intimate material, from
interviews to eyewitness accounts, telling the deeply personal stories of current and former gang members
who span three generations, as well as the dilemmas Leap herself faces as she struggles to adjust to marriage
and motherhood--with a husband in the LAPD and a daughter in adolescence. Jumped In is a chronicle of the
unexpected lessons gang members taught her when she was busily studying them. Ultimately, it is a book
about attachments and commitments, loyalties and betrayals, drugs and guns, sex and devotion.

When Leap began studying Los Angeles gang violence in 2002, she set out not so much to provide a solution
but to find out what was being done and who was doing it. The stakes couldn't have been higher: a child or
teenager is killed by gunfire almost every three hours--nearly eight times a day--and homicide is the primary
cause of death of African American males between the ages of fifteen and thirty-four. During her years of
research, this petite white woman from UCLA gained the trust of gang interventionists and access to their
inner world. She sat in the living rooms, stood at the crime scenes, and drove through the housing projects.
Through the oral histories, personal interviews, and eyewitness accounts of current and former gang
members, readers come to understand gangs and the forces that pull people into them.

First we get the lay of the land: the genealogy and geography of gangs and sub-gangs, territories within
territories. But the centerpiece of the book is really the stories of those people who live "la vida loca," as well
as the experiences of those trying to make things better. These stories are told in Leap's candid first-person
voice, as she introduces us to gangland residents such as Tray, a young father trying to go straight who is
nonetheless felled by a bullet, and Joanna, a third-generation gang member, who speaks of forbidding her
mother to sell drugs around her baby granddaughter. We also ride along with Leap and Big Mike, a former
"original gangster" who now does street peace ministry. We see the successful "Jobs not Jails" program at
Homeboy Industries and learn that former gangsters make good paramedics and firefighters, accustomed to
dangerous situations as they are. With an anthropologist's eye and a compassionate heart, Leap offers not a
prescription for solving the gang problem, but a gritty yet hopeful portrait of violence and redemption.
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From reader reviews:

Hilda Dumas:

The book Jumped In: What Gangs Taught Me about Violence, Drugs, Love, and Redemption has a lot info
on it. So when you check out this book you can get a lot of gain. The book was authored by the very famous
author. The writer makes some research previous to write this book. This kind of book very easy to read you
will get the point easily after reading this article book.

Austin Barnes:

Beside this Jumped In: What Gangs Taught Me about Violence, Drugs, Love, and Redemption in your
phone, it might give you a way to get more close to the new knowledge or facts. The information and the
knowledge you may got here is fresh from oven so don't always be worry if you feel like an previous people
live in narrow small town. It is good thing to have Jumped In: What Gangs Taught Me about Violence,
Drugs, Love, and Redemption because this book offers for you readable information. Do you sometimes
have book but you don't get what it's about. Oh come on, that wil happen if you have this in your hand. The
Enjoyable option here cannot be questionable, including treasuring beautiful island. So do you still want to
miss the idea? Find this book in addition to read it from now!

Michael Crew:

Is it you who having spare time then spend it whole day by watching television programs or just lying down
on the bed? Do you need something totally new? This Jumped In: What Gangs Taught Me about Violence,
Drugs, Love, and Redemption can be the answer, oh how comes? A book you know. You are thus out of
date, spending your extra time by reading in this brand-new era is common not a geek activity. So what these
publications have than the others?

Robert Harriman:

Don't be worry if you are afraid that this book will certainly filled the space in your house, you might have it
in e-book means, more simple and reachable. This Jumped In: What Gangs Taught Me about Violence,
Drugs, Love, and Redemption can give you a lot of friends because by you taking a look at this one book you
have matter that they don't and make you actually more like an interesting person. This particular book can
be one of a step for you to get success. This book offer you information that possibly your friend doesn't
know, by knowing more than some other make you to be great folks. So , why hesitate? We should have
Jumped In: What Gangs Taught Me about Violence, Drugs, Love, and Redemption.
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