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As Spain colonized the Americas during the sixteenth century, Spanish soldiers, bureaucrats, merchants,
adventurers, physicians, ship pilots, and friars explored the natural world, gathered data, drew maps, and sent
home specimens of America's vast resources of animals, plants, and minerals. This amassing of empirical
knowledge about Spain's American possessions had two far-reaching effects. It overturned the medieval
understanding of nature derived from Classical texts and helped initiate the modern scientific revolution.
And it allowed Spain to commodify and control the natural resources upon which it built its American
empire.

In this book, Antonio Barrera-Osorio investigates how Spain's need for accurate information about its
American colonies gave rise to empirical scientific practices and their institutionalization, which, he asserts,
was Spain's chief contribution to the early scientific revolution. He also conclusively links empiricism to
empire-building as he focuses on five areas of Spanish activity in America: the search for commaoditiesin,
and the ecological transformation of, the New World; the institutionalization of navigational and
information-gathering practices at the Spanish Casa de la Contratacion (House of Trade); the devel opment of
instruments and technologies for exploiting the natural resources of the Americas; the use of reports and
questionnaires for gathering information; and the writing of natural histories about the Americas.
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From reader reviews:
Rene Defeo:

Reading a e-book can be one of alot of task that everyone in the world adores. Do you like reading book and
s0. There are alot of reasons why people likeit. First reading areserve will give you alot of new facts.
When you read a publication you will get new information mainly because book is one of many ways to
share the information as well astheir idea. Second, reading through a book will make you more imaginative.
When you looking at a book especially fictional works book the author will bring you to definitely imagine
the story how the characters do it anything. Third, you may share your knowledge to other individuals. When
you read this Experiencing Nature: The Spanish American Empire and the Early Scientific Revolution, you
could tells your family, friends as well as soon about yours publication. Y our knowledge can inspire
different ones, make them reading a guide.

Ann Morgan:

Playing with family in avery park, coming to see the seaworld or hanging out with good friends is thing that
usually you might have done when you have spare time, then why you don't try factor that really opposite
from that. 1 activity that make you not feeling tired but still relaxing, trilling like on roller coaster you have
been ride on and with addition associated with. Even you love Experiencing Nature: The Spanish American
Empire and the Early Scientific Revolution, it is possible to enjoy both. It is excellent combination right, you
still desire to missit? What kind of hangout type isit? Oh occur its mind hangout guys. What? Still don't buy
it, oh come on its called reading friends.

Steve Franklin:

Many people spending their period by playing outside along with friends, fun activity together with family or
just watching TV the whole day. Y ou can have new activity to spend your whole day by studying a book.
Ugh, you think reading a book will surely hard because you have to accept the book everywhere? It okay you
can have the e-book, bringing everywhere you want in your Smart phone. Like Experiencing Nature: The
Spanish American Empire and the Early Scientific Revolution which is obtaining the e-book version. So , try
out this book? Let's view.

James Cummings.

A lot of people said that they feel weary when they reading abook. They are directly felt the idea when they
get ahalf regions of the book. Y ou can choose the book Experiencing Nature: The Spanish American Empire
and the Early Scientific Revolution to make your own reading is interesting. Y our current skill of reading
ability is developing when you such asreading. Try to choose straightforward book to make you enjoy to
study it and mingle the feeling about book and reading through especialy. It isto beinitia opinion for you to
liketo available abook and learn it. Beside that the e-book Experiencing Nature: The Spanish American
Empire and the Early Scientific Revolution can to be your new friend when you're feel alone and confuse



with what must you're doing of that time.
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