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This study touches on the vexed issue concerning the relationship of magic and religion, a problem that,
despite all claims to the contrary, stubbornly resists losing interest and import. A close reading of ancient
Geek and Latin curses written on lead tablets reveals a never fully explored demarcation in terms of
legitimacy and illegitimacy between two types. Binding curses (defixiones), on the one hand, were meant to
?bind´ - that is render powerless - opponents or rivals. Buried in graves, pits or wells, they lacked references
to the notion of justification and displayed words and actions of a manipulative nature that modern readers
would associate with what we call magic. Marked by secrecy, they were liable to suspicion and social
disapproval. Another category of curses on lead, albeit also categorized as defixiones in modern scholarly
literature, appears to be of a radically different nature. Often publicised in temples they implored the local
god to punish a (mostly) unknown person for having wronged (by theft, slander, or maltreatment) the author.
Besides a markedly deferential tone and an attitude of submissiveness, various other characteristics reveal
these texts as prayers for justice, thus in our perception being expressions of pious religiosity. The fact that
the ancient users were aware of the distinction and acted accordingly evokes a reconsideration of the use of
modern notions magic and religion for ancient Greek and Roman curse practice.
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From reader reviews:

Brian Grant:

This Fluch und Gebet: Magische Manipulation versus religiöses Flehen?: Religionsgeschichtliche und
hermeneutische Betrachtungen über antike Fluchtafeln (Hans-Lietzmann-Vorlesungen) (German Edition) are
generally reliable for you who want to certainly be a successful person, why. The explanation of this Fluch
und Gebet: Magische Manipulation versus religiöses Flehen?: Religionsgeschichtliche und hermeneutische
Betrachtungen über antike Fluchtafeln (Hans-Lietzmann-Vorlesungen) (German Edition) can be one of
several great books you must have is giving you more than just simple studying food but feed a person with
information that possibly will shock your preceding knowledge. This book is actually handy, you can bring it
almost everywhere and whenever your conditions both in e-book and printed people. Beside that this Fluch
und Gebet: Magische Manipulation versus religiöses Flehen?: Religionsgeschichtliche und hermeneutische
Betrachtungen über antike Fluchtafeln (Hans-Lietzmann-Vorlesungen) (German Edition) forcing you to have
an enormous of experience including rich vocabulary, giving you test of critical thinking that could it useful
in your day action. So , let's have it appreciate reading.

Carol Witt:

Do you have something that you like such as book? The book lovers usually prefer to opt for book like
comic, limited story and the biggest an example may be novel. Now, why not attempting Fluch und Gebet:
Magische Manipulation versus religiöses Flehen?: Religionsgeschichtliche und hermeneutische
Betrachtungen über antike Fluchtafeln (Hans-Lietzmann-Vorlesungen) (German Edition) that give your
pleasure preference will be satisfied through reading this book. Reading addiction all over the world can be
said as the opportunity for people to know world a great deal better then how they react towards the world. It
can't be claimed constantly that reading habit only for the geeky individual but for all of you who wants to
become success person. So , for all of you who want to start reading as your good habit, it is possible to pick
Fluch und Gebet: Magische Manipulation versus religiöses Flehen?: Religionsgeschichtliche und
hermeneutische Betrachtungen über antike Fluchtafeln (Hans-Lietzmann-Vorlesungen) (German Edition)
become your own personal starter.

Marisa Reber:

Beside this particular Fluch und Gebet: Magische Manipulation versus religiöses Flehen?:
Religionsgeschichtliche und hermeneutische Betrachtungen über antike Fluchtafeln (Hans-Lietzmann-
Vorlesungen) (German Edition) in your phone, it may give you a way to get more close to the new
knowledge or data. The information and the knowledge you may got here is fresh in the oven so don't always
be worry if you feel like an older people live in narrow small town. It is good thing to have Fluch und Gebet:
Magische Manipulation versus religiöses Flehen?: Religionsgeschichtliche und hermeneutische
Betrachtungen über antike Fluchtafeln (Hans-Lietzmann-Vorlesungen) (German Edition) because this book
offers to you readable information. Do you oftentimes have book but you seldom get what it's facts
concerning. Oh come on, that wil happen if you have this in your hand. The Enjoyable option here cannot be
questionable, including treasuring beautiful island. So do you still want to miss this? Find this book and read



it from now!

Laurence Terry:

This Fluch und Gebet: Magische Manipulation versus religiöses Flehen?: Religionsgeschichtliche und
hermeneutische Betrachtungen über antike Fluchtafeln (Hans-Lietzmann-Vorlesungen) (German Edition) is
fresh way for you who has curiosity to look for some information as it relief your hunger details. Getting
deeper you into it getting knowledge more you know otherwise you who still having bit of digest in reading
this Fluch und Gebet: Magische Manipulation versus religiöses Flehen?: Religionsgeschichtliche und
hermeneutische Betrachtungen über antike Fluchtafeln (Hans-Lietzmann-Vorlesungen) (German Edition)
can be the light food for you because the information inside this specific book is easy to get simply by
anyone. These books acquire itself in the form that is reachable by anyone, yes I mean in the e-book type.
People who think that in publication form make them feel drowsy even dizzy this book is the answer. So
there is no in reading a guide especially this one. You can find what you are looking for. It should be here for
an individual. So , don't miss the item! Just read this e-book sort for your better life in addition to knowledge.
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