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The twentieth century brought industrialization to Texas cities. For Mexican workers in the state, this meant
worsening economic conditions, widespread discrimination, and an indifferent or at times hostile Anglo
labor movement. Faced with such challenges, Mexicans often looked to each other or toward Mexico for
support and inspiration in building a largely autonomous, occasionally trans-border labor movement. In this
first book-length examination of the earliest organized efforts by Mexican-origin workers in Texas, Emilio
Zamora challenges the usual, stereotypical depiction of Mexican workers as passive and hard to organize.

Instead, working within the framework of the "new labor history," he looks beyond the conventional focus
on trade unionism and collective bargaining to encompass the broader social experiences and culture of
Mexicans as a national minority and a repressed segment of the working class.

Through extensive use of Spanish-language archives in Mexico and the United States, Zamora examines
workers' independent organizations--including mutual aid societies and cooperatives that functioned as
unions--as well as spontaneous informal actions, including strikes, by Texas Mexican workers. He portrays
the gradual yet increasing integration of those organizations into the mainstream labor movement and
examines labor solidarity across ethnic lines. In addition, he discusses the special role Mexican labor played
in bridging labor struggles across the international border and in challenging racial exclusion on the job in
the predominantly Anglo labor federations and in the broader institutional life of South Texas.

Although the early efforts at inter-ethnic unity failed to materialize fully, Zamora concludes, they
nevertheless provided a legacy that tells much about the minority position of the Mexican community, the
impressive organizing activity and bid for incorporation of Mexican workers, and the ambivalent response by
organized and unorganized Anglo workers.
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From reader reviews:

John Masterson:

This book untitled The World of the Mexican Worker in Texas (Centennial Series of the Association of
Former Students Texas A & M University (Paperback)) to be one of several books this best seller in this
year, here is because when you read this reserve you can get a lot of benefit in it. You will easily to buy this
particular book in the book shop or you can order it by using online. The publisher of this book sells the e-
book too. It makes you easier to read this book, as you can read this book in your Smart phone. So there is no
reason to you to past this e-book from your list.

Coleman Jones:

Typically the book The World of the Mexican Worker in Texas (Centennial Series of the Association of
Former Students Texas A & M University (Paperback)) will bring that you the new experience of reading the
book. The author style to describe the idea is very unique. In the event you try to find new book to see, this
book very suited to you. The book The World of the Mexican Worker in Texas (Centennial Series of the
Association of Former Students Texas A & M University (Paperback)) is much recommended to you to
learn. You can also get the e-book through the official web site, so you can quickly to read the book.

Christine Wormley:

You could spend your free time to learn this book this e-book. This The World of the Mexican Worker in
Texas (Centennial Series of the Association of Former Students Texas A & M University (Paperback)) is
simple to deliver you can read it in the playground, in the beach, train along with soon. If you did not possess
much space to bring often the printed book, you can buy typically the e-book. It is make you better to read it.
You can save the actual book in your smart phone. Therefore there are a lot of benefits that you will get
when one buys this book.

Raymond Littlefield:

Many people spending their time by playing outside together with friends, fun activity along with family or
just watching TV the whole day. You can have new activity to pay your whole day by studying a book. Ugh,
ya think reading a book will surely hard because you have to use the book everywhere? It fine you can have
the e-book, bringing everywhere you want in your Cell phone. Like The World of the Mexican Worker in
Texas (Centennial Series of the Association of Former Students Texas A & M University (Paperback))
which is finding the e-book version. So , why not try out this book? Let's find.
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