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In a book deeply impressive in its reach while also deeply embedded in its storied setting, bestselling
historian Douglass Shand-Tucci explores the nature and expression of sexual identity at America's oldest
university during the years of its greatest influence. The Crimson Letter follows the gay experience at
Harvard in the nineteenth and twentieth centuries, focusing upon students, faculty, alumni, and hangers-on
who struggled to find their place within the confines of Harvard Yard and in the society outside.

Walt Whitman and Oscar Wilde were the two dominant archetypes for gay undergraduates of the later
nineteenth century. One was the robust praise-singer of American democracy, embraced at the start of his
career by Ralph Waldo Emerson; the other was the Oxbridge aesthete whose visit to Harvard in 1882 became
part of the university's legend and lore, and whose eventual martyrdom was a cautionary tale. Shand-Tucci
explores the dramatic and creative oppositions and tensions between the Whitmanic and the Wildean, the
warrior poet and the salon dazzler, and demonstrates how they framed the gay experience at Harvard and in
the country as a whole.

The core of this book, however, is a portrait of a great university and its community struggling with the full
implications of free inquiry. Harvard took very seriously its mission to shape the minds and bodies of its
charges, who came from and were expected to perpetuate the nation's elite, yet struggled with the open
expression of their sexual identities, which it alternately accepted and anathematized. Harvard believed it
could live up to the Oxbridge model, offering a sanctuary worthy of the classical Greek ideals of male
association, yet somehow remain true to its legacy of respectable austerity and Puritan self-denial.

The Crimson Letter therefore tells stories of great unhappiness and manacled minds, as well as stories of
triumphant activism and fulfilled promise. Shand-Tucci brilliantly exposes the secrecy and codes that
attended the gay experience, showing how their effects could simultaneously thwart and spark creativity. He
explores in particular the question of gay sensibility and its effect upon everything from symphonic music to
football, set design to statecraft, poetic theory to skyscrapers.

The Crimson Letter combines the learned and the lurid, tragedy and farce, scandal and vindication, and
figures of world renown as well as those whose influence extended little farther than Harvard Square. Here is
an engrossing account of a university transforming and transformed by those passing through its gates, and
of their enduring impact upon American culture.
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From reader reviews:

Alex Lynch:

The book The Crimson Letter: Harvard, Homosexuality, and the Shaping of American Culture make you feel
enjoy for your spare time. You should use to make your capable considerably more increase. Book can to get
your best friend when you getting anxiety or having big problem with the subject. If you can make studying
a book The Crimson Letter: Harvard, Homosexuality, and the Shaping of American Culture to be your habit,
you can get more advantages, like add your own personal capable, increase your knowledge about a number
of or all subjects. You are able to know everything if you like available and read a e-book The Crimson
Letter: Harvard, Homosexuality, and the Shaping of American Culture. Kinds of book are several. It means
that, science publication or encyclopedia or some others. So , how do you think about this e-book?

Ida Shrout:

In this 21st one hundred year, people become competitive in each way. By being competitive now, people
have do something to make these survives, being in the middle of the particular crowded place and notice by
surrounding. One thing that sometimes many people have underestimated it for a while is reading. Yep, by
reading a book your ability to survive raise then having chance to stand up than other is high. For yourself
who want to start reading some sort of book, we give you this particular The Crimson Letter: Harvard,
Homosexuality, and the Shaping of American Culture book as beginning and daily reading publication. Why,
because this book is greater than just a book.

Avery Thomas:

Reading can called thoughts hangout, why? Because if you find yourself reading a book specifically book
entitled The Crimson Letter: Harvard, Homosexuality, and the Shaping of American Culture your mind will
drift away trough every dimension, wandering in every single aspect that maybe mysterious for but surely
will end up your mind friends. Imaging just about every word written in a guide then become one application
form conclusion and explanation this maybe you never get prior to. The The Crimson Letter: Harvard,
Homosexuality, and the Shaping of American Culture giving you another experience more than blown away
the mind but also giving you useful information for your better life on this era. So now let us present to you
the relaxing pattern here is your body and mind is going to be pleased when you are finished looking at it,
like winning a casino game. Do you want to try this extraordinary spending spare time activity?

Rita Lattimore:

Your reading 6th sense will not betray an individual, why because this The Crimson Letter: Harvard,
Homosexuality, and the Shaping of American Culture e-book written by well-known writer who really
knows well how to make book that can be understand by anyone who have read the book. Written within
good manner for you, dripping every ideas and composing skill only for eliminate your personal hunger then
you still question The Crimson Letter: Harvard, Homosexuality, and the Shaping of American Culture as



good book but not only by the cover but also from the content. This is one reserve that can break don't
ascertain book by its handle, so do you still needing another sixth sense to pick this kind of!? Oh come on
your looking at sixth sense already said so why you have to listening to an additional sixth sense.
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