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Diverse Voices in Contemporary Appalachian Women’s Poetry
Edited by Felicia Mitchell

Over the last generation, Appalachia has produced a number of women poets who have refined and redefined
the boundaries of the region’s literature and identity. Her Words focuses on the work of twenty such poets,
whose diverse voices have enriched Appalachian literature in particular and American poetry in general.
Combining poems, interviews, critical essays, and comments by the poets themselves—some acclaimed
nationally and others best known regionally—Her Words celebrates the work of these writers and
demonstrates their rightful place as part of the literary canon both within and beyond Appalachia.

Each chapter opens with two poems by the writer under consideration, followed by a commentary that
highlights the contributions and distinctive characteristics of that poet. The poets’ own perspectives on their
work are revealed in conversations and interviews with the critics. This multifaceted approach allows readers
an unusually balanced view of the poetic voice and what inspires it. Moreover, Her Words reveals a diversity
within Appalachian poetry and culture that is often overlooked. In their work, the poets reflect this richness
of the Appalachian experience, whether the writer is a native of the region, a transplant, an “expatriate”
living elsewhere, or a sojourner. That legacy includes a pervasive sense of place, particularly as revealed in
language and dialect; the value of family; the power of solitude and isolation; and the importance of religious
faith.

Her Words sheds light not only on Appalachian women’s poetry in all its complexity but also on a segment
of contemporary American literature that has too often been neglected by scholars and critics alike.

The Editor: Felicia Mitchell is associate professor of English and director of the writing program at Emory &
Henry College in Emory, Virginia. She edited Words & Quilts, a book of poetry, and has published two
collections of poetry, Case Hysteries and Earthenware Fertility Figure.
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From reader reviews:

Ana Lopez:

The book Her Words: Diverse Voices In Contemporary Appalachian Womens Poetr make one feel enjoy for
your spare time. You may use to make your capable a lot more increase. Book can to be your best friend
when you getting anxiety or having big problem using your subject. If you can make reading through a book
Her Words: Diverse Voices In Contemporary Appalachian Womens Poetr for being your habit, you can get a
lot more advantages, like add your capable, increase your knowledge about several or all subjects. You are
able to know everything if you like available and read a e-book Her Words: Diverse Voices In Contemporary
Appalachian Womens Poetr. Kinds of book are a lot of. It means that, science guide or encyclopedia or other
people. So , how do you think about this e-book?

Helen Johnson:

Nowadays reading books be a little more than want or need but also work as a life style. This reading habit
give you lot of advantages. Associate programs you got of course the knowledge the actual information
inside the book which improve your knowledge and information. The knowledge you get based on what kind
of guide you read, if you want send more knowledge just go with schooling books but if you want sense
happy read one using theme for entertaining for instance comic or novel. The Her Words: Diverse Voices In
Contemporary Appalachian Womens Poetr is kind of book which is giving the reader capricious experience.

Marina Tijerina:

The reason why? Because this Her Words: Diverse Voices In Contemporary Appalachian Womens Poetr is
an unordinary book that the inside of the publication waiting for you to snap this but latter it will zap you
with the secret the idea inside. Reading this book next to it was fantastic author who all write the book in
such incredible way makes the content inside of easier to understand, entertaining way but still convey the
meaning completely. So , it is good for you for not hesitating having this any longer or you going to regret it.
This book will give you a lot of benefits than the other book include such as help improving your proficiency
and your critical thinking way. So , still want to postpone having that book? If I had been you I will go to the
reserve store hurriedly.

James Baker:

This Her Words: Diverse Voices In Contemporary Appalachian Womens Poetr is great guide for you
because the content that is full of information for you who else always deal with world and also have to
make decision every minute. This specific book reveal it information accurately using great manage word or
we can claim no rambling sentences inside it. So if you are read the item hurriedly you can have whole data
in it. Doesn't mean it only gives you straight forward sentences but challenging core information with
wonderful delivering sentences. Having Her Words: Diverse Voices In Contemporary Appalachian Womens
Poetr in your hand like getting the world in your arm, details in it is not ridiculous one particular. We can say



that no book that offer you world throughout ten or fifteen small right but this book already do that. So , it is
good reading book. Hey Mr. and Mrs. busy do you still doubt in which?
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