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Eugene McCarthy was one of the most fascinating political figures of the postwar era: a committed liberal
anti-Communist who broke with his party’s leadership over Vietnam and ultimately helped take down the
political giant Lyndon B. Johnson. His presidential candidacy in 1968 seized the hearts and fired the
imaginations of countless young liberals; it also presaged the declining fortunes of liberalism and the rise of
conservatism over the past three decades.

Dominic Sandbrook traces Eugene McCarthy’s rise to prominence and his subsequent failures, and makes
clear how his story embodies the larger history of American liberalism over the last half century. We see
McCarthy elected from Minnesota to the House and then to the Senate, part of a new liberal movement that
combined New Deal domestic policies and fierce Cold War hawkishness, a consensus that produced huge
electoral victories until it was shattered by the war in Vietnam.

As the situation in Vietnam escalated, many liberals, like McCarthy, found themselves increasingly
estranged from the anti-Communism that they had supported for nearly two decades. Sandbrook recounts
McCarthy’s growing opposition to President Johnson and his policies, which culminated in McCarthy’s
stunning near-victory in the New Hampshire presidential primary and Johnson’s subsequent withdrawal from
the race. McCarthy went on to lose the nomination to Hubert Humphrey at the infamous 1968 Democratic
National Convention in Chicago, which secured his downfall and led to Richard Nixon’s election, but he had
pulled off one of the greatest electoral upsets in American history, one that helped shape the political
landscape for decades.

These were tumultuous times in American politics, and Sandbrook vividly captures the drama and historical
significance of the period through his intimate portrait of a singularly interesting man at the center of it all.
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From reader reviews:

Karen Strickland:

The book untitled Eugene McCarthy: The Rise and Fall of Postwar American Liberalism is the guide that
recommended to you you just read. You can see the quality of the book content that will be shown to a
person. The language that article author use to explained their way of doing something is easily to
understand. The copy writer was did a lot of research when write the book, hence the information that they
share to your account is absolutely accurate. You also might get the e-book of Eugene McCarthy: The Rise
and Fall of Postwar American Liberalism from the publisher to make you considerably more enjoy free time.

Georgia Hernandez:

Eugene McCarthy: The Rise and Fall of Postwar American Liberalism can be one of your beginner books
that are good idea. Many of us recommend that straight away because this guide has good vocabulary which
could increase your knowledge in vocabulary, easy to understand, bit entertaining however delivering the
information. The copy writer giving his/her effort to put every word into satisfaction arrangement in writing
Eugene McCarthy: The Rise and Fall of Postwar American Liberalism nevertheless doesn't forget the main
stage, giving the reader the hottest along with based confirm resource details that maybe you can be one
among it. This great information may drawn you into new stage of crucial pondering.

Michael Emery:

Reading a book being new life style in this calendar year; every people loves to study a book. When you
learn a book you can get a lot of benefit. When you read books, you can improve your knowledge, because
book has a lot of information into it. The information that you will get depend on what kinds of book that
you have read. If you wish to get information about your study, you can read education books, but if you
want to entertain yourself you can read a fiction books, this kind of us novel, comics, in addition to soon.
The Eugene McCarthy: The Rise and Fall of Postwar American Liberalism provide you with a new
experience in examining a book.

Anthony Lainez:

Is it you who having spare time in that case spend it whole day by watching television programs or just
telling lies on the bed? Do you need something new? This Eugene McCarthy: The Rise and Fall of Postwar
American Liberalism can be the reply, oh how comes? The new book you know. You are thus out of date,
spending your spare time by reading in this completely new era is common not a geek activity. So what these
books have than the others?
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