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This little book, written at the height of his career by Josef Lhevinne, the "inward poet of the piano," isa
clear statement of principles based on his lifelong experience in performance and teaching. L hevinne was,
with Rachmaninoff, Schnabel, and Hoffman, one of the great modern masters, and was the first artist invited
to teach at the newly formed Julliard Graduate School of Music.

Technique, through essential, must be subordinate to musical understanding. Complete knowledge of scales,
apprehended not mechanically but musically; understanding of the uses of rests and silence, which Mozart
considered the greatest effect in music; afeeling for rhythm and training of the ear; these are the basic
elements of athorough grounding in musicianship and are accordingly emphasized in the opening chapters.
The heart of the book is devoted to the attainment of a beautiful tone. Anyone who has heard Lhevinne play
or haslistened to one of his recordings will know how great were his achievementsin that area. The secret
lay, at least in part, in the technique he called "the arm floating in air," and in the use of the wrists as natural
shock absorbers. The achievement of varieties of tone, of the singing, ringing tone, of brilliancy, of delicacy,
and of power are all explained in terms of a careful analysis of the waysin which the fingers, hand, wrist,
arm, and indeed the whole body function in striking the keys. There are further remarks about how to get a
clear staccato and an unblurred legato, about the dangers of undue emphasis on memorization and the need
for variety in practicing, and special comments on the use of the pedal, which should be employed with as
much precision as the keys.

Throughout, specific musical examples are presented as illustrations. The author draws not only upon his
own experiences and methods, but upon the examples of Anton Rubenstein and of his teacher, Safonoff, for
this remarkably lucid and concise formulation of basic principles.
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From reader reviews:
Nelson Berg:

The reserve untitled Basic Principles in Pianoforte Playing (Dover Books on Music) is the guide that
recommended to you to learn. Y ou can see the quality of the reserve content that will be shown to anyone.
The language that writer use to explained their ideas are easily to understand. The copy writer was did alot
of analysis when write the book, and so the information that they share to you is absolutely accurate. Y ou
also might get the e-book of Basic Principlesin Pianoforte Playing (Dover Books on Music) from the
publisher to make you much more enjoy free time.

Mark Carlton:

Why? Because this Basic Principles in Pianoforte Playing (Dover Books on Music) is an unordinary book
that the inside of the reserve waiting for you to snap it but latter it will shock you with the secret it inside.
Reading this book adjacent to it was fantastic author who also write the book in such awesome way makes
the content on the inside easier to understand, entertaining technique but still convey the meaning
completely. So, it isgood for you for not hesitating having this ever again or you going to regret it. This
phenomenal book will give you alot of gains than the other book have such as help improving your ability
and your critical thinking technique. So, still want to hold up having that book? If | had been you | will go to
the publication store hurriedly.

M elissa Broussar d:

In this period of time globalization it isimportant to someone to receive information. The information will
make you to definitely understand the condition of the world. The condition of the world makes the
information easier to share. Y ou can find alot of recommendations to get information example: internet,
magazine, book, and soon. Y ou can observe that now, alot of publisher this print many kinds of book. The
book that recommended to you is Basic Principlesin Pianoforte Playing (Dover Books on Music) this book
consist alot of the information on the condition of thisworld now. This kind of book was represented how
does the world has grown up. The diaect styles that writer make usage of to explain it is easy to understand.
Often the writer made some study when he makes this book. Here is why this book suitable all of you.

Lester Baker:

ThisBasic Principlesin Pianoforte Playing (Dover Books on Music) is new way for you who has interest to
look for some information because it relief your hunger of knowledge. Getting deeper you into it getting
knowledge more you know or perhaps you who still having little bit of digest in reading this Basic Principles
in Pianoforte Playing (Dover Books on Music) can be the light food to suit your needs because the
information inside this specific book is easy to get by simply anyone. These books develop itself in the form
which isreachable by anyone, yes | mean in the e-book form. People who think that in publication form
make them feel sleepy even dizzy this guide is the answer. So there is absolutely no in reading a guide



especially this one. Y ou can find what you are looking for. It should be here for aperson. So, don't missit!
Just read this e-book kind for your better life along with knowledge.
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