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"[Kinder] writes with the x-ray vision of a Sherwood Anderson, and with the insight of a Freudian analyst,
an interpreter of dreams, in language that could be as well suited to the traditional folktale or the hometown
newspaper as to poetry of the French surrealists. Here is a collection of short fiction for our times: a mirror
held up to the homely details, reflecting back to us the wild insides."

---Laura Kasischke, MLFA judge

"I read A Near-Perfect Gift from start to end without stopping, and, when I finished, found myself sitting in
my darkened office, infused with an unexpected sense of peace."

---Eileen Pollack, MLFA judge

The stories in A Near-Perfect Gift revolve around the often hardscrabble small-town life in one rural village.
Like any other community inhabited by the human race, it's a place where the banal and the improbable
coalesce, a place with its share of common tragedies and uncommon madmen: some howl at the moon, while
others turn out to be heroes. There are the two old ladies down the street who might be witches and must be
exorcised, and the man who plucks chickens for a living. It is within the perimeter of this offbeat microcosm
of the world that seemingly small questions---often the kind that children ask, arising from a child's imagined
understanding of how the adult world works---assume an eerie portent: Was that a snake beneath the
woodpile? Could a pregnant bat climb out of a hole in the ground? The answers never cease to surprise.
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From reader reviews:

Roberto Senn:

Why don't make it to become your habit? Right now, try to ready your time to do the important work, like
looking for your favorite reserve and reading a guide. Beside you can solve your long lasting problem; you
can add your knowledge by the e-book entitled A Near-Perfect Gift (Michigan Literary Fiction Awards). Try
to stumble through book A Near-Perfect Gift (Michigan Literary Fiction Awards) as your good friend. It
means that it can to become your friend when you feel alone and beside regarding course make you smarter
than ever before. Yeah, it is very fortuned for you. The book makes you a lot more confidence because you
can know every thing by the book. So , let's make new experience and knowledge with this book.

John Silverstein:

Have you spare time to get a day? What do you do when you have much more or little spare time? That's
why, you can choose the suitable activity for spend your time. Any person spent their spare time to take a go
walking, shopping, or went to the Mall. How about open or read a book titled A Near-Perfect Gift (Michigan
Literary Fiction Awards)? Maybe it is to get best activity for you. You know beside you can spend your time
together with your favorite's book, you can more intelligent than before. Do you agree with its opinion or
you have other opinion?

Sharon Hafer:

Do you among people who can't read gratifying if the sentence chained within the straightway, hold on guys
this kind of aren't like that. This A Near-Perfect Gift (Michigan Literary Fiction Awards) book is readable
simply by you who hate those perfect word style. You will find the information here are arrange for
enjoyable looking at experience without leaving perhaps decrease the knowledge that want to offer to you.
The writer associated with A Near-Perfect Gift (Michigan Literary Fiction Awards) content conveys the idea
easily to understand by most people. The printed and e-book are not different in the written content but it just
different such as it. So , do you nevertheless thinking A Near-Perfect Gift (Michigan Literary Fiction
Awards) is not loveable to be your top list reading book?

Lisa Robinson:

Is it anyone who having spare time and then spend it whole day simply by watching television programs or
just lying down on the bed? Do you need something totally new? This A Near-Perfect Gift (Michigan
Literary Fiction Awards) can be the respond to, oh how comes? A book you know. You are and so out of
date, spending your extra time by reading in this completely new era is common not a geek activity. So what
these ebooks have than the others?
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