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The first full-length portrait of the marriage of Abraham and Mary Todd Lincoln in more than fifty years,
The Lincolns is a fascinating new work of American history by Daniel Mark Epstein, an award-winning
biographer and poet known for his passionate understanding of the Civil War period.

Although the private lives of political couples have in our era become front-page news, the true story of this
extraordinary and tragic first family has never been fully told. The Lincolns eclipses earlier accounts with
riveting new information that makes husband and wife, president and first lady, come alive in all their proud
accomplishments and earthy humanity.

Epstein gives a fresh close-up view of the couple’s life in Springfield, Illinois (of their twenty-two years of
marriage, all but six were spent there). We witness the troubled courtship of an aristocratic and bewitching
Southern belle and a struggling young lawyer who concealed his great ambition with self-deprecating humor;
the excitement and confusion of the newlyweds as they begin their marriage in a small room above a tavern,
and the early signs of Mary’s instability and Lincoln’s moodiness; their joyful creation of a home on the
edge of town as Lincoln builds his law practice and makes his first forays into politics. We discover their
consuming ambition as Lincoln achieves celebrity status during his famed debates with Stephen A. Douglas,
which lead to Lincoln’s election to the presidency.

The Lincolns’ ascent to the White House brought both dazzling power and the slow, secret unraveling of the
couple’s unique bond. The Lincolns dramatizes certain well-known events with stunning new immediacy:
Mary’s shopping sprees, her defrauding of the public treasury to increase her budget, and her jealousy, which
made enemies for her and problems for the president. Yet she was also a brilliant hostess who transformed
the shabby White House into a social center crucial to the Union’s success. After the death of their little boy,
not a year after Lincoln took office, Mary turned for solace to spirit mediums, but her grief drove her to the
edge of madness. In the end, there was little left of the Lincolns’ relationship save their enduring devotion to
each other and to their surviving children.

Written with enormous sweep and striking imagery, The Lincolns is an unforgettable epic set at the center of
a crucial American administration. It is also a heartbreaking story of how time and adversity can change
people, and of how power corrupts not only morals but affections. Daniel Mark Epstein’s The Lincolns
makes two immortal American figures seem as real and human as the rest of us.

From the Hardcover edition.
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From reader reviews:

Ricky Copeland:

The book The Lincolns: Portrait of a Marriage make one feel enjoy for your spare time. You need to use to
make your capable a lot more increase. Book can being your best friend when you getting tension or having
big problem using your subject. If you can make studying a book The Lincolns: Portrait of a Marriage to get
your habit, you can get a lot more advantages, like add your current capable, increase your knowledge about
a number of or all subjects. You may know everything if you like open up and read a guide The Lincolns:
Portrait of a Marriage. Kinds of book are a lot of. It means that, science publication or encyclopedia or other
people. So , how do you think about this guide?

Blanche Dobos:

Reading a reserve tends to be new life style in this era globalization. With reading through you can get a lot
of information that could give you benefit in your life. Having book everyone in this world could share their
idea. Ebooks can also inspire a lot of people. A lot of author can inspire their very own reader with their
story as well as their experience. Not only the storyline that share in the publications. But also they write
about the ability about something that you need instance. How to get the good score toefl, or how to teach
your kids, there are many kinds of book that you can get now. The authors nowadays always try to improve
their expertise in writing, they also doing some exploration before they write to the book. One of them is this
The Lincolns: Portrait of a Marriage.

Seth Sutherland:

Reading can called imagination hangout, why? Because while you are reading a book particularly book
entitled The Lincolns: Portrait of a Marriage your head will drift away trough every dimension, wandering in
every single aspect that maybe unidentified for but surely can become your mind friends. Imaging every
single word written in a reserve then become one type conclusion and explanation in which maybe you never
get just before. The The Lincolns: Portrait of a Marriage giving you another experience more than blown
away your head but also giving you useful info for your better life in this particular era. So now let us show
you the relaxing pattern at this point is your body and mind is going to be pleased when you are finished
studying it, like winning a sport. Do you want to try this extraordinary investing spare time activity?

Maria Forshee:

Beside this particular The Lincolns: Portrait of a Marriage in your phone, it could possibly give you a way to
get more close to the new knowledge or information. The information and the knowledge you are going to
got here is fresh from oven so don't possibly be worry if you feel like an outdated people live in narrow
community. It is good thing to have The Lincolns: Portrait of a Marriage because this book offers to your
account readable information. Do you at times have book but you seldom get what it's exactly about. Oh
come on, that won't happen if you have this within your hand. The Enjoyable set up here cannot be
questionable, like treasuring beautiful island. Use you still want to miss the item? Find this book and also



read it from right now!
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