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In The Ethics and Politics of Speech, Pat J. Gehrke provides an accessible yet intensive history of the speech
communication discipline during the twentieth century. Drawing on several previously unpublished or
unexamined sources—including essays, conference proceedings, and archival documents—Gehrke traces the
evolution of communication studies and the dilemmas that often have faced academics in this field. In his
examination, Gehrke not only provides fresh perspectives on old models of thinking; he reveals new methods
for approaching future studies of ethical and political communication.

            Gehrke begins his history with the first half of the twentieth century, discussing the development of a
social psychology of speech and an ethics based on scientific principles, and showing the importance of
democracy to teaching and scholarship at this time. He then investigates the shift toward
philosophical—especially existential—ways of thinking about communication and ethics starting in the
1950s and continuing through the mid-1970s, a period associated with the rise of rhetoric in the discipline. In
the chapters covering the last decades of the twentieth century, Gehrke demonstrates how the ethics and
politics of communication were directed back onto the practices of scholarship within the discipline,
examining the increased use of postmodern and poststructuralist theories, as well as the new trend toward
writing original theory, rather than reinterpreting the past.  In offering a thorough history of rhetoric studies,
Gehrke sets the stage for new questions and arguments, ultimately emphasizing the deeply moral and
political implications that by nature embed themselves in the field of communication.

            More than simply a history of the discipline's major developments, The Ethics and Politics of Speech
is an account of the philosophical and moral struggles that have faced communication scholars throughout
the last century. As Gehrke explores the themes and movements within rhetoric and speech studies of the
past, he also provides a better understanding of the powerful forces behind the forging of the field. In doing
so, he reveals history’s potential to act as a vehicle for further academic innovation in the future.
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From reader reviews:

Aline Moran:

What do you consider book? It is just for students since they're still students or this for all people in the
world, what the best subject for that? Just simply you can be answered for that question above. Every person
has different personality and hobby for each and every other. Don't to be forced someone or something that
they don't desire do that. You must know how great in addition to important the book The Ethics and Politics
of Speech: Communication and Rhetoric in the Twentieth Century. All type of book can you see on many
solutions. You can look for the internet options or other social media.

Marjorie Wright:

Many people spending their moment by playing outside using friends, fun activity using family or just
watching TV 24 hours a day. You can have new activity to shell out your whole day by studying a book.
Ugh, think reading a book really can hard because you have to bring the book everywhere? It fine you can
have the e-book, taking everywhere you want in your Touch screen phone. Like The Ethics and Politics of
Speech: Communication and Rhetoric in the Twentieth Century which is finding the e-book version. So ,
why not try out this book? Let's notice.

Christina Lazarus:

Do you like reading a e-book? Confuse to looking for your chosen book? Or your book seemed to be rare?
Why so many question for the book? But almost any people feel that they enjoy intended for reading. Some
people likes examining, not only science book but in addition novel and The Ethics and Politics of Speech:
Communication and Rhetoric in the Twentieth Century or others sources were given information for you.
After you know how the truly amazing a book, you feel wish to read more and more. Science book was
created for teacher as well as students especially. Those guides are helping them to add their knowledge. In
some other case, beside science guide, any other book likes The Ethics and Politics of Speech:
Communication and Rhetoric in the Twentieth Century to make your spare time far more colorful. Many
types of book like this one.

Donald Freeman:

A lot of book has printed but it differs from the others. You can get it by web on social media. You can
choose the most effective book for you, science, comedian, novel, or whatever through searching from it. It
is called of book The Ethics and Politics of Speech: Communication and Rhetoric in the Twentieth Century.
You can contribute your knowledge by it. Without departing the printed book, it can add your knowledge
and make anyone happier to read. It is most significant that, you must aware about publication. It can bring
you from one location to other place.
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