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In 1985 poet Ross Talarico began a grassroots program in creative expression in Rochester, New York. As
the program came together, so did the community—young and old, poor and privileged, even those who
could not read or write but wanted to tell their stories. This book is a testimony to the poetry that experience
produced. An exhilarating account of a successful experiment in promoting community self-expression,
Spreading the Word interweaves the participants’ stories with Talarico’s own life, his struggle as a poet, and
the drama of his workshops. The book will be both a resource and an inspiration for teachers of writing,
writers, and those who simply wish to learn to write.
Drawing on his workshops in Rochester, Talarico describes a unique approach for eliciting poetry from
people of many ages and backgrounds—particularly underpriviledged urban kids and the elderly. The
process—from dialogue to self-expression to publication to public event—illuminates the urgency and
meaning of releasing the spirit captured in each man and woman and child’s experience. "Some people say
that Ross Talarico has done the impossible," the Today Show remarked of his success in Rochester; and with
this book Talarico offers the same opportunity to others. Teachers, community leaders, parents, and children
will be able to follow his practical, hands-on approach to encouraging self-expression in diverse, even
unlikely, settings. They will see here how poetry is indeed relevant, ever more crucial to our identity as the
culture evolves—how it is, finally, the place where the inarticulate can come to speak for themselves.
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From reader reviews:

Sandra Murray:

This Spreading the Word: Poetry and the Survival of Community in America is great book for you because
the content that is certainly full of information for you who all always deal with world and get to make
decision every minute. This book reveal it information accurately using great manage word or we can point
out no rambling sentences included. So if you are read this hurriedly you can have whole facts in it. Doesn't
mean it only provides you with straight forward sentences but hard core information with splendid delivering
sentences. Having Spreading the Word: Poetry and the Survival of Community in America in your hand like
finding the world in your arm, facts in it is not ridiculous just one. We can say that no publication that offer
you world within ten or fifteen tiny right but this publication already do that. So , this can be good reading
book. Hello Mr. and Mrs. occupied do you still doubt in which?

Timothy McCormack:

You will get this Spreading the Word: Poetry and the Survival of Community in America by visit the
bookstore or Mall. Just viewing or reviewing it may to be your solve trouble if you get difficulties for ones
knowledge. Kinds of this book are various. Not only by simply written or printed and also can you enjoy this
book by means of e-book. In the modern era such as now, you just looking because of your mobile phone
and searching what their problem. Right now, choose your ways to get more information about your e-book.
It is most important to arrange yourself to make your knowledge are still revise. Let's try to choose correct
ways for you.

Elizabeth Frizzell:

That reserve can make you to feel relax. This particular book Spreading the Word: Poetry and the Survival of
Community in America was colourful and of course has pictures on the website. As we know that book
Spreading the Word: Poetry and the Survival of Community in America has many kinds or style. Start from
kids until teenagers. For example Naruto or Detective Conan you can read and think you are the character on
there. Therefore , not at all of book are generally make you bored, any it offers you feel happy, fun and chill
out. Try to choose the best book for yourself and try to like reading that will.

Staci Eager:

What is your hobby? Have you heard that will question when you got college students? We believe that that
concern was given by teacher to the students. Many kinds of hobby, Everybody has different hobby. And
you also know that little person like reading or as examining become their hobby. You must know that
reading is very important and book as to be the thing. Book is important thing to incorporate you knowledge,
except your current teacher or lecturer. You discover good news or update about something by book. Many
kinds of books that can you choose to use be your object. One of them is actually Spreading the Word:
Poetry and the Survival of Community in America.
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