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While popular accounts of warfare, particularly of nontraditional conflicts such as guerrillawars and
insurgencies, favor the roles of leaders or ideology, social-scientific analyses of these wars focus on
aggregate categories such as ethnic groups, religious affiliations, socioeconomic classes, or civilizations.
Challenging these constructions, Abdulkader H. Sinno closely examines the fortunes of the various factions
in Afghanistan, including the mujahideen and the Taliban, that have been fighting each other and foreign
armies since the 1979 Soviet invasion.

Focusing on the organization of the combatants, Sinno offers a new understanding of the course and outcome
of such conflicts. Employing a wide range of sources, including his own fieldwork in Afghanistan and
statistical data on conflicts across the region, Sinno contends that in Afghanistan, the groups that have
outperformed and outlasted their opponents have done so because of their successful organization. Each
organization's ability to mobilize effectively, execute strategy, coordinate efforts, manage disunity, and
process information depends on how well its structure matches its ability to keep itsrivals at bay. Centralized
organizations, Sinno finds, are generally more effective than noncentralized ones, but noncentralized ones
are more resilient absent a safe haven.

Sinno's organizational theory explains otherwise puzzling behavior found in group conflicts: the longevity of
unpopular regimes, the demise of popular movements, and efforts of those who share a common cause to
undermine their ideological or ethnic kin. The author argues that the organizational theory applies not only to
Afghanistan-where he doubts the effectiveness of American state-building efforts—but also to other ethnic,
revolutionary, independence, and secessionist conflictsin North Africa, the Middle East, and beyond.
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From reader reviews:

James Crow:

Book is usualy written, printed, or highlighted for everything. Y ou can understand everything you want by a
e-book. Book has a different type. Aswe know that book isimportant factor to bring us around the world.
Beside that you can your reading ability was fluently. A book Organizations at War in Afghanistan and
Beyond will make you to be smarter. You can feel alot more confidence if you can know about anything.
But some of you think that open or reading a book make you bored. It is not necessarily make you fun. Why
they could be thought like that? Have you in search of best book or suited book with you?

Nancy Garcia:

Now aday those who Living in the erawherever everything reachable by interact with the internet and the
resources included can be true or not need people to be aware of each info they get. How people have to be
smart in getting any information nowadays? Of course the correct answer is reading a book. Looking at a
book can help folks out of this uncertainty Information particularly this Organizations at War in Afghanistan
and Beyond book because this book offers you rich info and knowledge. Of course the info in this book
hundred per-cent guarantees there is no doubt in it you may already know.

Amy Gutierrez:

Do you have something that you prefer such as book? The book lovers usually prefer to choose book like
comic, limited story and the biggest one is hovel. Now, why not striving Organizations at War in
Afghanistan and Beyond that give your entertainment preference will be satisfied by simply reading this
book. Reading practice all over the world can be said as the way for people to know world far better then
how they react to the world. It can't be said constantly that reading addiction only for the geeky particular
person but for all of you who wants to end up being success person. So , for every you who want to start
reading through as your good habit, you can pick Organizations at War in Afghanistan and Beyond become
your current starter.

Sylvia Ferland:

Isit anindividual who having spare time subsequently spend it whole day simply by watching television
programs or just telling lies on the bed? Do you need something new? This Organizations at War in
Afghanistan and Beyond can be the answer, oh how comes? It's a book you know. Y ou are thus out of date,
spending your spare time by reading in this fresh erais common not a geek activity. So what these books
have than the others?
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