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Yasir Arafat stands as one of the most resilient, recognizable and controversial political figures of modern
times. The object of unrelenting suspicion, steady admiration and endless speculation, Arafat has occupied
the center stage of Middle East politics for almost four decades. Yasir Arafat is the most comprehensive
political biography of this remarkable man. Forged in a tumultuous era of competing traditionalism,
radicalism, Arab nationalism, and Islamist forces, the Palestinian movement was almost entirely Arafats
creation, and he became its leader at an early age. Arafat took it through a dizzying series of crises and
defeats, often of his own making, yet also ensured that it survived, grew, and gained influence. Disavowing
terrorism repeatedly, he also practiced it constantly. Arafats elusive behavior ensured that radical regimes
saw in him a comrade in arms, while moderates backed him as a potential partner in peace. After years of
devotion to armed struggle, Arafat made a dramatic agreement with Israel that let him return to his claimed
homeland and transformed him into a legitimized ruler. Yet at the moment of decision at the Camp David
summit and afterward, when he could have achieved peace and a Palestinian state, he sacrificed the prize he
had supposedly sought for the struggle he could not live without. Richly populated with the main events and
dominant leaders of the Middle East, this detailed and analytical account by Barry Rubin and Judith Colp
Rubin follows Arafat as he moves to Kuwait, Syria, Jordan, Lebanon, Tunisia, and finally to Palestinian-
ruled soil. It shows him as he rewrites his origins, experiments with guerrilla war, develops a doctrine of
terrorism, fights endless diplomatic battles, and builds a movement, constantly juggling states, factions, and
world leaders. Whole generations and a half-dozen U.S. presidents have come and gone over the long course
of Arafats career. But Arafat has outlasted them all, spanning entire eras, with three constants always
present: he has always survived, he has constantly seemed imperiled, and he has never achieved his goals.
While there has been no substitute for Arafat, the authors conclude, Arafat has been no substitute for a leader
who could make peace.
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From reader reviews:

Joni Thompson:

Book is to be different for every grade. Book for children right up until adult are different content. To be sure
that book is very important usually. The book Yasir Arafat: A Political Biography had been making you to
know about other know-how and of course you can take more information. It is quite advantages for you.
The publication Yasir Arafat: A Political Biography is not only giving you far more new information but also
for being your friend when you truly feel bored. You can spend your spend time to read your book. Try to
make relationship together with the book Yasir Arafat: A Political Biography. You never truly feel lose out
for everything should you read some books.

Shirley Morales:

Does one one of the book lovers? If yes, do you ever feeling doubt while you are in the book store? Attempt
to pick one book that you find out the inside because don't determine book by its cover may doesn't work is
difficult job because you are afraid that the inside maybe not as fantastic as in the outside search likes.
Maybe you answer can be Yasir Arafat: A Political Biography why because the great cover that make you
consider concerning the content will not disappoint anyone. The inside or content is actually fantastic as the
outside or perhaps cover. Your reading sixth sense will directly guide you to pick up this book.

Nadine Taylor:

This Yasir Arafat: A Political Biography is fresh way for you who has curiosity to look for some information
given it relief your hunger info. Getting deeper you onto it getting knowledge more you know or else you
who still having little bit of digest in reading this Yasir Arafat: A Political Biography can be the light food in
your case because the information inside this particular book is easy to get by simply anyone. These books
acquire itself in the form which is reachable by anyone, sure I mean in the e-book type. People who think
that in publication form make them feel tired even dizzy this guide is the answer. So there isn't any in
reading a guide especially this one. You can find what you are looking for. It should be here for you. So ,
don't miss that! Just read this e-book sort for your better life as well as knowledge.

Augustus Chase:

Reading a guide make you to get more knowledge from this. You can take knowledge and information
originating from a book. Book is composed or printed or illustrated from each source that filled update of
news. On this modern era like today, many ways to get information are available for you. From media social
similar to newspaper, magazines, science publication, encyclopedia, reference book, book and comic. You
can add your knowledge by that book. Are you ready to spend your spare time to open your book? Or just
looking for the Yasir Arafat: A Political Biography when you desired it?
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