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In 1980, the iconoclastic economist Julian Simon challenged celebrity biologist Paul Ehrlich to a bet. Their
wager on the future prices of five metals captured the public’s imagination as a test of coming prosperity or
doom. Ehrlich, author of the landmark book The Population Bomb, predicted that rising populations would
cause overconsumption, resource scarcity, and famine—with apocalyptic consequences for humanity. Simon
optimistically countered that human welfare would flourish thanks to flexible markets, technological change,
and our collective ingenuity.

 

Simon and Ehrlich’s debate reflected a deepening national conflict over the future of the planet. The Bet
weaves the two men’s lives and ideas together with the era’s partisan political clashes over the environment
and the role of government. In a lively narrative leading from the dawning environmentalism of the 1960s
through the pivotal presidential contest between Jimmy Carter and Ronald Reagan and on into the 1990s,
Paul Sabin shows how the fight between Ehrlich and Simon—between environmental fears and free-market
confidence—helped create the gulf separating environmentalists and their critics today. Drawing insights
from both sides, Sabin argues for using social values, rather than economic or biological absolutes, to guide
society’s crucial choices relating to climate change, the planet’s health, and our own.
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From reader reviews:

Martin Sanchez:

Reading a reserve tends to be new life style in this era globalization. With examining you can get a lot of
information that can give you benefit in your life. With book everyone in this world can easily share their
idea. Publications can also inspire a lot of people. A great deal of author can inspire all their reader with their
story or perhaps their experience. Not only the storyline that share in the textbooks. But also they write about
the data about something that you need case in point. How to get the good score toefl, or how to teach your
sons or daughters, there are many kinds of book that you can get now. The authors nowadays always try to
improve their skill in writing, they also doing some study before they write with their book. One of them is
this The Bet.

James Cansler:

The Bet can be one of your beginner books that are good idea. Many of us recommend that straight away
because this reserve has good vocabulary that will increase your knowledge in vocabulary, easy to
understand, bit entertaining but nevertheless delivering the information. The writer giving his/her effort that
will put every word into satisfaction arrangement in writing The Bet but doesn't forget the main position,
giving the reader the hottest in addition to based confirm resource data that maybe you can be one of it. This
great information can easily drawn you into brand-new stage of crucial considering.

Jo Melvin:

Are you kind of stressful person, only have 10 or maybe 15 minute in your time to upgrading your mind skill
or thinking skill actually analytical thinking? Then you have problem with the book when compared with can
satisfy your short time to read it because all this time you only find book that need more time to be examine.
The Bet can be your answer since it can be read by a person who have those short free time problems.

Curtis Phillips:

Many people spending their time by playing outside together with friends, fun activity together with family
or just watching TV all day long. You can have new activity to enjoy your whole day by looking at a book.
Ugh, ya think reading a book can actually hard because you have to take the book everywhere? It alright you
can have the e-book, delivering everywhere you want in your Touch screen phone. Like The Bet which is
obtaining the e-book version. So , why not try out this book? Let's find.
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