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A far-sighted war hero or an ambitious networker promoted above his talents? Deservedly celebrated as a
naval officer and confidant of world leaders, nevertheless, for some, Mountbatten’s talents remain
questionable.

In this timely new biography, Adrian Smith paints a different and convincing picture, of an essentially
modern figure of a technocratic age, a nuts and bolts officer specialising in the technical branches of the
Senior Service, and aristocrat perhaps, but devoted to professionalism and the lower deck. He traces
Mountbatten's life and career in the context of the end of empire and the fading Europe of crowned heads,
follows his studies at Osborn and Dartmouth and, importantly, at Keyham College of Engineering. He shows
the dedicated student making the most of average abilities but coming out on top, then service in World War
I on Admiral Beaty's flagship 'Queen Elizabeth, regretting that he could not serve at Jutland with his cousin,
the future George VI. His 'apprenticeship' continued with service on state-of-the-art vessels like the
'Repulse', the fastest and most heavily-armed battle cruiser of the day, and took a significant turn away from
the more glamorous deck officer role to the Royal Signal School at Portsmouth, later serving as Fleet
Wireless Officer in the Mediterranean Fleet. It was Mountbatten's experience at Flotilla Captain and Captain
of HMS 'Kelly' and the failure of the Dieppe Raid, after his promotion as Advisor on Combined Operations,
that both established his reputation as naval icon with the common touch - in the film 'In Which We Serve' -
and raised the controversy as to his strategic foresight. His qualities were to be tested almost to destruction as
the volume ends with his appointment as Supreme Allied Commander South East Asia.

Smith brings Mountbatten to life and uncovers the essential qualities. Beneath the rich, aristocratic, pleasure-
loving and privileged exterior there was a deeply human, even vulnerable but driven character - and a pivotal
figure in the imperial and military history of the twentieth century.
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From reader reviews:

Olga Harrington:

Throughout other case, little persons like to read book Mountbatten: Apprentice War Lord 1900-1943. You
can choose the best book if you'd prefer reading a book. As long as we know about how is important any
book Mountbatten: Apprentice War Lord 1900-1943. You can add expertise and of course you can around
the world by the book. Absolutely right, since from book you can understand everything! From your country
until finally foreign or abroad you can be known. About simple factor until wonderful thing it is possible to
know that. In this era, we could open a book or maybe searching by internet gadget. It is called e-book. You
need to use it when you feel bored stiff to go to the library. Let's go through.

Janet Huynh:

Hey guys, do you really wants to finds a new book you just read? May be the book with the title
Mountbatten: Apprentice War Lord 1900-1943 suitable to you? Typically the book was written by famous
writer in this era. Often the book untitled Mountbatten: Apprentice War Lord 1900-1943is the main one of
several books this everyone read now. This particular book was inspired many men and women in the world.
When you read this e-book you will enter the new age that you ever know ahead of. The author explained
their idea in the simple way, and so all of people can easily to comprehend the core of this book. This book
will give you a wide range of information about this world now. To help you see the represented of the world
within this book.

Cheryl Steele:

The actual book Mountbatten: Apprentice War Lord 1900-1943 will bring someone to the new experience of
reading a new book. The author style to clarify the idea is very unique. When you try to find new book to
learn, this book very acceptable to you. The book Mountbatten: Apprentice War Lord 1900-1943 is much
recommended to you to learn. You can also get the e-book in the official web site, so you can easier to read
the book.

Sandra Byrom:

Mountbatten: Apprentice War Lord 1900-1943 can be one of your nice books that are good idea. Most of us
recommend that straight away because this book has good vocabulary that could increase your knowledge in
vocab, easy to understand, bit entertaining but still delivering the information. The article writer giving
his/her effort that will put every word into pleasure arrangement in writing Mountbatten: Apprentice War
Lord 1900-1943 however doesn't forget the main point, giving the reader the hottest as well as based confirm
resource data that maybe you can be considered one of it. This great information can easily drawn you into
completely new stage of crucial contemplating.
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