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What did young, independent women do for fun and how did they pay their way into New York City's turn-
of-the-century pleasure places? Cheap Amusements is a fascinating discussion of young working women
whose meager wages often fell short of bare subsistence and rarely allowed for entertainment expenses.

Kathy Peiss follows working women into saloons, dance halls, Coney Island amusement parks, social clubs,
and nickelodeons to explore the culture of these young women between 1880 and 1920 as expressed in
leisure activities. By examining the rituals and styles they adopted and placing that culture in the larger
context of urban working-class life, she offers us a complex picture of the dynamics shaping a working
woman's experience and consciousness at the turn-of-the-century. Not only does her analysis lead us to new
insights into working-class culture, changing social relations between single men and women, and urban
courtship, but it also gives us a fuller understanding of the cultural transformations that gave rise to the
commercialization of leisure.

The early twentieth century witnessed the emergence of "heterosocial companionship" as a dominant
ideology of gender, affirming mixed-sex patterns of social interaction, in contrast to the nineteenth century's
segregated spheres. Cheap Amusements argues that a crucial part of the "reorientation of American culture"
originated from below, specifically in the subculture of working women to be found in urban dance halls and
amusement resorts.
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From reader reviews:

Shawn Hunter:

The book Cheap Amusements can give more knowledge and information about everything you want. So just
why must we leave a very important thing like a book Cheap Amusements? Wide variety you have a
different opinion about e-book. But one aim that will book can give many facts for us. It is absolutely
suitable. Right now, try to closer along with your book. Knowledge or info that you take for that, you can
give for each other; you may share all of these. Book Cheap Amusements has simple shape but you know: it
has great and massive function for you. You can appear the enormous world by open and read a reserve. So
it is very wonderful.

Maurice Miller:

What do you regarding book? It is not important together with you? Or just adding material when you need
something to explain what you problem? How about your time? Or are you busy person? If you don't have
spare time to accomplish others business, it is make you feel bored faster. And you have time? What did you
do? Everybody has many questions above. They should answer that question simply because just their can do
which. It said that about book. Book is familiar in each person. Yes, it is right. Because start from on
guardería until university need that Cheap Amusements to read.

Bruce Patton:

Playing with family inside a park, coming to see the water world or hanging out with good friends is thing
that usually you have done when you have spare time, subsequently why you don't try thing that really
opposite from that. 1 activity that make you not sense tired but still relaxing, trilling like on roller coaster you
already been ride on and with addition associated with. Even you love Cheap Amusements, you could enjoy
both. It is good combination right, you still desire to miss it? What kind of hang type is it? Oh can happen its
mind hangout people. What? Still don't buy it, oh come on its identified as reading friends.

Ora Orozco:

Can you one of the book lovers? If yes, do you ever feeling doubt if you find yourself in the book store? Try
to pick one book that you just dont know the inside because don't determine book by its deal with may
doesn't work at this point is difficult job because you are afraid that the inside maybe not as fantastic as in
the outside appear likes. Maybe you answer might be Cheap Amusements why because the wonderful cover
that make you consider about the content will not disappoint you. The inside or content will be fantastic as
the outside or maybe cover. Your reading sixth sense will directly guide you to pick up this book.
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