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Boris Pasternak has generally been regarded as an artist who was indifferent to the literary and political
storms of his time. Lazar Fleishman gives the great writer's life a new perspective. He shows that Pasternak's
entire literary career should be regarded as a complex and passionate response to constant changes in
Russian cultural and social life.

Drawing on a vast array of sources, Fleishman's chronicle encompasses both the familiar and the little-
known aspects of the poet's life and work. He describes the formative role played by Pasternak's father, a
prominent Russian painter, and the intellectual endeavors of the young man before his literary debut. He
explores the intricate relations of Pasternak to the main movements of literary modernism, including
symbolism and futurism.

Particularly informative are the chapters devoted to the postrevolutionary years. Fleishman untangles the
poet's contacts with leading political figures (Stalin, Trotsky, Bukharin) and fellow writers (Gorky,
Mayakovsky, Tsvetaeva, Akhmatova, Mandelshtam), and examines his changes in fortune during the purges
and World War II. He shows how Pasternak was perceived by Western contemporaries and how significant
their moral support was for him during the darkest years of Stalin's regime. He provides explanations for the
Christian themes in Pasternak's later work, as well as the poet's peculiar view of Jewry. Finally, Fleishman
recreates the vicissitudes of the publication of Doctor Zhivago and the ensuing Nobel Prize scandal in 1958.
A fascinating description of the writer's career in broad context, this book will be welcomed by everyone
interested in Pasternak and in twentieth-century literature.
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From reader reviews:

Richard Brassell:

In other case, little men and women like to read book Boris Pasternak: The Poet and His Politics. You can
choose the best book if you love reading a book. As long as we know about how is important some sort of
book Boris Pasternak: The Poet and His Politics. You can add know-how and of course you can around the
world by just a book. Absolutely right, due to the fact from book you can realize everything! From your
country until eventually foreign or abroad you may be known. About simple point until wonderful thing it is
possible to know that. In this era, we can easily open a book or maybe searching by internet gadget. It is
called e-book. You need to use it when you feel bored stiff to go to the library. Let's study.

Paulette Wang:

People live in this new time of lifestyle always aim to and must have the time or they will get lots of stress
from both way of life and work. So , if we ask do people have time, we will say absolutely yes. People is
human not only a robot. Then we ask again, what kind of activity are you experiencing when the spare time
coming to you of course your answer can unlimited right. Then ever try this one, reading ebooks. It can be
your alternative throughout spending your spare time, often the book you have read is definitely Boris
Pasternak: The Poet and His Politics.

Violet Jarrell:

Do you have something that you prefer such as book? The book lovers usually prefer to decide on book like
comic, small story and the biggest the first is novel. Now, why not seeking Boris Pasternak: The Poet and
His Politics that give your pleasure preference will be satisfied by simply reading this book. Reading practice
all over the world can be said as the means for people to know world better then how they react in the
direction of the world. It can't be said constantly that reading practice only for the geeky individual but for all
of you who wants to always be success person. So , for all you who want to start studying as your good habit,
it is possible to pick Boris Pasternak: The Poet and His Politics become your own personal starter.

Jason Braden:

As we know that book is vital thing to add our know-how for everything. By a e-book we can know
everything we really wish for. A book is a set of written, printed, illustrated or maybe blank sheet. Every
year has been exactly added. This guide Boris Pasternak: The Poet and His Politics was filled concerning
science. Spend your extra time to add your knowledge about your technology competence. Some people has
several feel when they reading a new book. If you know how big selling point of a book, you can experience
enjoy to read a book. In the modern era like right now, many ways to get book which you wanted.
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