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A fresh and bold argument for revamping our standards of “merit” and a clear blueprint for creating
collaborative education models that strengthen our democracy rather than privileging individual elites

Standing on the foundations of America’s promise of equal opportunity, our universities purport to serve as
engines of social mobility and practitioners of democracy. But as acclaimed scholar and pioneering civil
rights advocate Lani Guinier argues, the merit systems that dictate the admissions practices of these
institutions are functioning to select and privilege elite individuals rather than create learning communities
geared to advance democratic societies. Having studied and taught at schools such as Harvard University,
Yale Law School, and the University of Pennsylvania Law School, Guinier has spent years examining the
experiences of ethnic minorities and of women at the nation’s top institutions of higher education, and here
she lays bare the practices that impede the stated missions of these schools.

Goaded on by a contemporary culture that establishes value through ranking and sorting, universities assess
applicants using the vocabulary of private, highly individualized merit. As a result of private merit standards
and ever-increasing tuitions, our colleges and universities increasingly are failing in their mission to provide
educational opportunity and to prepare students for productive and engaged citizenship.

To reclaim higher education as a cornerstone of democracy, Guinier argues that institutions of higher
learning must focus on admitting and educating a class of students who will be critical thinkers, active
citizens, and publicly spirited leaders. Guinier presents a plan for considering “democratic merit,” a system
that measures the success of higher education not by the personal qualities of the students who enter but by
the work and service performed by the graduates who leave.

Guinier goes on to offer vivid examples of communities that have developed effective learning strategies
based not on an individual’s “merit” but on the collaborative strength of a group, learning and working
together, supporting members, and evolving into powerful collectives. Examples are taken from across the
country and include a wide range of approaches, each innovative and effective. Guinier argues for
reformation, not only of the very premises of admissions practices but of the shape of higher education itself.

From the Hardcover edition.
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From reader reviews:

Christy Dennie:

This The Tyranny of the Meritocracy: Democratizing Higher Education in America book is not really
ordinary book, you have after that it the world is in your hands. The benefit you obtain by reading this book
is usually information inside this book incredible fresh, you will get details which is getting deeper anyone
read a lot of information you will get. This particular The Tyranny of the Meritocracy: Democratizing Higher
Education in America without we understand teach the one who looking at it become critical in pondering
and analyzing. Don't end up being worry The Tyranny of the Meritocracy: Democratizing Higher Education
in America can bring if you are and not make your carrier space or bookshelves' become full because you
can have it in the lovely laptop even cellphone. This The Tyranny of the Meritocracy: Democratizing Higher
Education in America having very good arrangement in word and layout, so you will not really feel
uninterested in reading.

David Barnett:

Typically the book The Tyranny of the Meritocracy: Democratizing Higher Education in America has a lot
of knowledge on it. So when you make sure to read this book you can get a lot of help. The book was
published by the very famous author. The writer makes some research prior to write this book. This kind of
book very easy to read you will get the point easily after reading this book.

Caitlin Cruz:

This The Tyranny of the Meritocracy: Democratizing Higher Education in America is great reserve for you
because the content that is full of information for you who else always deal with world and possess to make
decision every minute. This specific book reveal it data accurately using great plan word or we can point out
no rambling sentences included. So if you are read the idea hurriedly you can have whole facts in it. Doesn't
mean it only gives you straight forward sentences but tough core information with splendid delivering
sentences. Having The Tyranny of the Meritocracy: Democratizing Higher Education in America in your
hand like obtaining the world in your arm, facts in it is not ridiculous one particular. We can say that no
guide that offer you world with ten or fifteen tiny right but this e-book already do that. So , this is good
reading book. Hey there Mr. and Mrs. hectic do you still doubt which?

Maria Couch:

A number of people said that they feel bored when they reading a reserve. They are directly felt that when
they get a half portions of the book. You can choose the particular book The Tyranny of the Meritocracy:
Democratizing Higher Education in America to make your personal reading is interesting. Your own
personal skill of reading skill is developing when you like reading. Try to choose straightforward book to
make you enjoy to learn it and mingle the impression about book and examining especially. It is to be first
opinion for you to like to available a book and learn it. Beside that the publication The Tyranny of the



Meritocracy: Democratizing Higher Education in America can to be a newly purchased friend when you're
truly feel alone and confuse in what must you're doing of the time.
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