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On a long dark road in deep East Texas, James Byrd Jr. was dragged to his death behind a pickup truck one
summer night in 1998. The brutal modern-day lynching stunned people across America and left everyone at
a loss to explain how such a heinous crime could possibly happen in our more racially enlightened times.
Many eventually found an answer in the fact that two of the three men convicted of the murder had ties to the
white supremacist Confederate Knights of America. In the ex-convict ringleader, Bill King, whose body was
covered in racist and satanic tattoos, people saw the ultimate monster, someone so inhuman that his crime
could be easily explained as the act of a racist psychopath. Few, if any, asked or cared what long dark road of
life experiences had turned Bill King into someone capable of committing such a crime.

In this gripping account of the murder and its aftermath, Ricardo Ainslie builds an unprecedented
psychological profile of Bill King that provides the fullest possible explanation of how a man who was not
raised in a racist family, who had African American friends in childhood, could end up on death row for
viciously killing a black man. Ainslie draws on exclusive in-prison interviews with King, as well as with
Shawn Berry (another of the perpetrators), King's father, Jasper residents, and law enforcement and judicial
officials, to lay bare the psychological and social forces—as well as mere chance—that converged in a
murder on that June night. Ainslie delves into the whole of King's life to discover how his unstable family
relationships and emotional vulnerability made him especially susceptible to the white supremacist ideology
he adopted while in jail for lesser crimes.

With its depth of insight, Long Dark Road not only answers the question of why such a racially motivated
murder happened in our time, but it also offers a frightening, cautionary tale of the urgent need to intervene
in troubled young lives and to reform our violent, racist-breeding prisons. As Ainslie chillingly concludes,
far from being an inhuman monster whom we can simply dismiss, "Bill King may be more like the rest of us
than we care to believe."
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From reader reviews:

Ashley Parra:

A lot of people always spent their own free time to vacation or maybe go to the outside with them family or
their friend. Are you aware? Many a lot of people spent that they free time just watching TV, or perhaps
playing video games all day long. If you wish to try to find a new activity here is look different you can read
any book. It is really fun for yourself. If you enjoy the book you read you can spent all day long to reading a
publication. The book Long Dark Road: Bill King and Murder in Jasper, Texas it doesn't matter what good to
read. There are a lot of individuals who recommended this book. These people were enjoying reading this
book. When you did not have enough space to bring this book you can buy often the e-book. You can m0ore
quickly to read this book from your smart phone. The price is not to fund but this book provides high quality.

Margaret Burman:

You can spend your free time you just read this book this book. This Long Dark Road: Bill King and Murder
in Jasper, Texas is simple to develop you can read it in the park, in the beach, train and soon. If you did not
get much space to bring the actual printed book, you can buy typically the e-book. It is make you quicker to
read it. You can save often the book in your smart phone. And so there are a lot of benefits that you will get
when you buy this book.

Kevin Diaz:

As a pupil exactly feel bored to help reading. If their teacher questioned them to go to the library or to make
summary for some reserve, they are complained. Just minor students that has reading's internal or real their
hobby. They just do what the teacher want, like asked to go to the library. They go to there but nothing
reading really. Any students feel that reading through is not important, boring in addition to can't see colorful
images on there. Yeah, it is for being complicated. Book is very important to suit your needs. As we know
that on this time, many ways to get whatever we really wish for. Likewise word says, ways to reach
Chinese's country. Therefore this Long Dark Road: Bill King and Murder in Jasper, Texas can make you
really feel more interested to read.

Wilbert York:

Reading a publication make you to get more knowledge from it. You can take knowledge and information
from the book. Book is published or printed or outlined from each source which filled update of news. With
this modern era like right now, many ways to get information are available for a person. From media social
similar to newspaper, magazines, science publication, encyclopedia, reference book, new and comic. You
can add your understanding by that book. Are you ready to spend your spare time to spread out your book?
Or just trying to find the Long Dark Road: Bill King and Murder in Jasper, Texas when you desired it?
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