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The biography of a remarkable individual and the chronicle of a family's rise from slavery to winning
the American dream.

From Slave Ship to Harvard is the true story of an African American family in Maryland over six
generations. The author has reconstructed a unique narrative of black struggle and achievement from
paintings, photographs, books, diaries, court records, legal documents, and oral histories. From Slave
Ship to Harvard traces the family from the colonial period and the American Revolution through the Civil
War to Harvard and finally today.

Yarrow Mamout, the first of the family in America, was an educated Muslim from Guinea. He was brought
to Maryland on the slave ship Elijah and gained his freedom forty-four years later. By then, Yarrow had
become so well known in the Georgetown section of Washington, D.C., that he attracted the attention of the
eminent American portrait painter Charles Willson Peale, who captured Yarrow's visage in the painting that
appears on the cover of this book. The author here reveals that Yarrow's immediate relatives-his sister, niece,
wife, and son-were notable in their own right. His son married into the neighboring Turner family, and the
farm community in western Maryland called Yarrowsburg was named for Yarrow Mamout's daughter-in-
law, Mary "Polly" Turner Yarrow. The Turner line ultimately produced Robert Turner Ford, who graduated
from Harvard University in 1927.

Just as Peale painted the portrait of Yarrow, James H. Johnston's new book puts a face on slavery and
paints the history of race in Maryland. It is a different picture from what most of us imagine.
Relationships between blacks and whites were far more complex, and the races more dependent on each
other. Fortunately, as this one family's experience shows, individuals of both races repeatedly stepped
forward to lessen divisions and to move America toward the diverse society of today.
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From reader reviews:

Heather Jones:

This From Slave Ship to Harvard: Yarrow Mamout and the History of an African American Family are
reliable for you who want to be considered a successful person, why. The main reason of this From Slave
Ship to Harvard: Yarrow Mamout and the History of an African American Family can be on the list of great
books you must have is actually giving you more than just simple examining food but feed anyone with
information that maybe will shock your previous knowledge. This book is usually handy, you can bring it all
over the place and whenever your conditions in e-book and printed types. Beside that this From Slave Ship to
Harvard: Yarrow Mamout and the History of an African American Family forcing you to have an enormous
of experience for example rich vocabulary, giving you test of critical thinking that we understand it useful in
your day exercise. So , let's have it and revel in reading.

Mary Thomas:

Spent a free a chance to be fun activity to try and do! A lot of people spent their sparetime with their family,
or their very own friends. Usually they carrying out activity like watching television, about to beach, or
picnic inside park. They actually doing same task every week. Do you feel it? Do you wish to something
different to fill your own personal free time/ holiday? Could possibly be reading a book could be option to
fill your totally free time/ holiday. The first thing you will ask may be what kinds of guide that you should
read. If you want to consider look for book, may be the guide untitled From Slave Ship to Harvard: Yarrow
Mamout and the History of an African American Family can be good book to read. May be it is usually best
activity to you.

Victor Hubbard:

This From Slave Ship to Harvard: Yarrow Mamout and the History of an African American Family is great
e-book for you because the content which can be full of information for you who also always deal with world
and have to make decision every minute. This specific book reveal it data accurately using great arrange
word or we can say no rambling sentences in it. So if you are read that hurriedly you can have whole details
in it. Doesn't mean it only gives you straight forward sentences but tricky core information with splendid
delivering sentences. Having From Slave Ship to Harvard: Yarrow Mamout and the History of an African
American Family in your hand like keeping the world in your arm, details in it is not ridiculous a single. We
can say that no reserve that offer you world throughout ten or fifteen tiny right but this guide already do that.
So , this is good reading book. Heya Mr. and Mrs. hectic do you still doubt that will?

Abigail Shelton:

A lot of guide has printed but it differs from the others. You can get it by online on social media. You can
choose the very best book for you, science, witty, novel, or whatever through searching from it. It is known
as of book From Slave Ship to Harvard: Yarrow Mamout and the History of an African American Family.



You can add your knowledge by it. Without making the printed book, it could possibly add your knowledge
and make a person happier to read. It is most essential that, you must aware about guide. It can bring you
from one destination for a other place.
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