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Private First Class Felix Longoria earned a Bronze Service Star, a Purple Heart, a Good Conduct Medal, and
a Combat Infantryman's badge for service in the Philippines during World War II. Yet the only funeral parlor
in his hometown of Three Rivers, Texas, refused to hold a wake for the slain soldier because "the whites
would not like it." Almost overnight, this act of discrimination became a defining moment in the rise of
Mexican American activism. It launched Dr. Héctor P. García and his newly formed American G.I. Forum
into the vanguard of the Mexican civil rights movement, while simultaneously endangering and advancing
the career of Senator Lyndon B. Johnson, who arranged for Longoria's burial with full military honors in
Arlington National Cemetery.In this book, Patrick Carroll provides the first fully researched account of the
Longoria controversy and its far-reaching consequences. Drawing on extensive documentary evidence and
interviews with many key figures, including Dr. García and Mrs. Longoria, Carroll convincingly explains
why the Longoria incident, though less severe than other acts of discrimination against Mexican Americans,
ignited the activism of a whole range of interest groups from Argentina to Minneapolis. By putting
Longoria's wake in a national and international context, he also clarifies why it became such a flash point for
conflicting understandings of bereavement, nationalism, reason, and emotion between two powerful
cultures—Mexicanidad and Americanism.
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From reader reviews:

Michael Battle:

Nowadays reading books become more and more than want or need but also get a life style. This reading
habit give you lot of advantages. The huge benefits you got of course the knowledge the rest of the
information inside the book that improve your knowledge and information. The knowledge you get based on
what kind of guide you read, if you want send more knowledge just go with training books but if you want
feel happy read one using theme for entertaining such as comic or novel. The particular Felix Longoria's
Wake (Cmas History, Culture, & Society) is kind of guide which is giving the reader unforeseen experience.

Angela Yoder:

Information is provisions for folks to get better life, information presently can get by anyone in everywhere.
The information can be a expertise or any news even a problem. What people must be consider when those
information which is from the former life are challenging to be find than now is taking seriously which one is
acceptable to believe or which one typically the resource are convinced. If you receive the unstable resource
then you have it as your main information it will have huge disadvantage for you. All those possibilities will
not happen in you if you take Felix Longoria's Wake (Cmas History, Culture, & Society) as your daily
resource information.

Harold Phillips:

This Felix Longoria's Wake (Cmas History, Culture, & Society) is great guide for you because the content
which can be full of information for you who else always deal with world and possess to make decision
every minute. This kind of book reveal it details accurately using great arrange word or we can state no
rambling sentences inside. So if you are read the idea hurriedly you can have whole information in it. Doesn't
mean it only provides straight forward sentences but challenging core information with beautiful delivering
sentences. Having Felix Longoria's Wake (Cmas History, Culture, & Society) in your hand like finding the
world in your arm, data in it is not ridiculous 1. We can say that no reserve that offer you world in ten or
fifteen small right but this reserve already do that. So , this is good reading book. Hey there Mr. and Mrs.
stressful do you still doubt in which?

Sunny Lopez:

Beside this particular Felix Longoria's Wake (Cmas History, Culture, & Society) in your phone, it might give
you a way to get more close to the new knowledge or info. The information and the knowledge you can got
here is fresh through the oven so don't become worry if you feel like an outdated people live in narrow
commune. It is good thing to have Felix Longoria's Wake (Cmas History, Culture, & Society) because this
book offers for you readable information. Do you oftentimes have book but you would not get what it's all
about. Oh come on, that will not end up to happen if you have this in the hand. The Enjoyable agreement
here cannot be questionable, such as treasuring beautiful island. Techniques you still want to miss the idea?
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