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In Creating Cistercian Nuns, Anne E. Lester addresses a central issue in the history of the medieval church:
the role of women in the rise of the religious reform movement of the thirteenth century. Focusing on the
county of Champagne in France, Lester reconstructs the history of the women's religious movement and its
institutionalization within the Cistercian order.

The common picture of the early Cistercian order is that it was unreceptive to religious women. Male
Cistercian leaders often avoided institutional oversight of communities of nuns, preferring instead to
cultivate informal relationships of spiritual advice and guidance with religious women. As a result, scholars
believed that women who wished to live a life of service and poverty were more likely to join one of the
other reforming orders rather than the Cistercians. As Lester shows, however, this picture is deeply flawed.
Between 1220 and 1240 the Cistercian order incorporated small independent communities of religious
women in unprecedented numbers. Moreover, the order not only accommodated women but also responded
to their interpretations of apostolic piety, even as it defined and determined what constituted Cistercian nuns
in terms of dress, privileges, and liturgical practice. Lester reconstructs the lived experiences of these
women, integrating their ideals and practices into the broader religious and social developments of the
thirteenth century-including the crusade movement, penitential piety, the care of lepers, and the reform
agenda of the Fourth Lateran Council. The book closes by addressing the reasons for the subsequent decline
of Cistercian convents in the fourteenth century. Based on extensive analysis of unpublished archives,
Creating Cistercian Nuns will force scholars to revise their understanding of the women's religious
movement as it unfolded during the thirteenth century.
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From reader reviews:

Willie Clark:

Book is usually written, printed, or created for everything. You can recognize everything you want by a
book. Book has a different type. We all know that that book is important point to bring us around the world.
Alongside that you can your reading skill was fluently. A e-book Creating Cistercian Nuns: The Women's
Religious Movement and Its Reform in Thirteenth-Century Champagne will make you to become smarter.
You can feel far more confidence if you can know about almost everything. But some of you think in which
open or reading the book make you bored. It is far from make you fun. Why they might be thought like that?
Have you in search of best book or acceptable book with you?

Gerard Pucci:

Spent a free a chance to be fun activity to complete! A lot of people spent their free time with their family, or
their particular friends. Usually they accomplishing activity like watching television, going to beach, or
picnic in the park. They actually doing same thing every week. Do you feel it? Do you wish to something
different to fill your current free time/ holiday? Could possibly be reading a book can be option to fill your
cost-free time/ holiday. The first thing that you'll ask may be what kinds of publication that you should read.
If you want to attempt look for book, may be the publication untitled Creating Cistercian Nuns: The
Women's Religious Movement and Its Reform in Thirteenth-Century Champagne can be great book to read.
May be it is usually best activity to you.

Jenna Springer:

Reading can called thoughts hangout, why? Because if you find yourself reading a book mainly book entitled
Creating Cistercian Nuns: The Women's Religious Movement and Its Reform in Thirteenth-Century
Champagne your head will drift away trough every dimension, wandering in each aspect that maybe
unfamiliar for but surely might be your mind friends. Imaging just about every word written in a e-book then
become one contact form conclusion and explanation in which maybe you never get before. The Creating
Cistercian Nuns: The Women's Religious Movement and Its Reform in Thirteenth-Century Champagne
giving you yet another experience more than blown away your brain but also giving you useful details for
your better life on this era. So now let us explain to you the relaxing pattern the following is your body and
mind will likely be pleased when you are finished reading through it, like winning a casino game. Do you
want to try this extraordinary spending spare time activity?

Dennis Lewis:

Do you like reading a book? Confuse to looking for your selected book? Or your book has been rare? Why
so many issue for the book? But any kind of people feel that they enjoy to get reading. Some people likes
studying, not only science book but additionally novel and Creating Cistercian Nuns: The Women's
Religious Movement and Its Reform in Thirteenth-Century Champagne or even others sources were given



know-how for you. After you know how the truly great a book, you feel wish to read more and more.
Science publication was created for teacher as well as students especially. Those books are helping them to
increase their knowledge. In different case, beside science e-book, any other book likes Creating Cistercian
Nuns: The Women's Religious Movement and Its Reform in Thirteenth-Century Champagne to make your
spare time much more colorful. Many types of book like here.
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