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"Treating birth as ritual, Reed makes clever use of his anthropological expertise, qualitative data, and
personal experience to bring to life the frustrations and joys men often encounter as they navigate the
medical model of birthing."-William Marsiglio, author Sex, Men, and Babies: Stories of Awareness and
Responsibility

In the past two decades, men have gone from being excluded from the delivery room to being admitted, then
invited, and, finally, expected to participate actively in the birth of their children. No longer mere observers,
fathers attend baby showers, go to birthing classes, and share in the intimate, everyday details of their
partners' pregnancies.

In this unique study, Richard Reed draws on the feminist critique of professionalized medical birthing to
argue that the clinical nature of medical intervention distances fathers from child delivery. He explores men's
roles in childbirth and the ways in which birth transforms a man's identity and his relations with his partner,
his new baby, and society. In other societies, birth is recognized as an important rite of passage for fathers.
Yet, in American culture, despite the fact that fathers are admitted into delivery rooms, little attention is
given to their transition to fatherhood.

The book concludes with an exploration of what men's roles in childbirth tell us about gender and American
society. Reed suggests that it is no coincidence that men's participation in the birthing process developed in
parallel to changing definitions of fatherhood more broadly. Over the past twenty years, it has become
expected that fathers, in addition to being strong and dependable, will be empathetic and nurturing.

Well-researched, candidly written, and enriched with personal accounts of over fifty men from all parts of
the world, this book is as much about the birth of fathers as it is about fathers in birth.
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From reader reviews:

Jetta Butler:

The publication with title Birthing Fathers has a lot of information that you can find out it. You can get a lot
of benefit after read this book. That book exist new expertise the information that exist in this publication
represented the condition of the world currently. That is important to yo7u to know how the improvement of
the world. That book will bring you in new era of the glowbal growth. You can read the e-book in your smart
phone, so you can read the item anywhere you want.

Robert Leggett:

Do you really one of the book lovers? If so, do you ever feeling doubt when you are in the book store? Make
an effort to pick one book that you find out the inside because don't ascertain book by its deal with may
doesn't work this is difficult job because you are frightened that the inside maybe not seeing that fantastic as
in the outside appearance likes. Maybe you answer may be Birthing Fathers why because the fantastic cover
that make you consider in regards to the content will not disappoint anyone. The inside or content is fantastic
as the outside as well as cover. Your reading 6th sense will directly show you to pick up this book.

Rachel Glidewell:

Beside this particular Birthing Fathers in your phone, it might give you a way to get closer to the new
knowledge or details. The information and the knowledge you are going to got here is fresh from the oven so
don't become worry if you feel like an previous people live in narrow small town. It is good thing to have
Birthing Fathers because this book offers for your requirements readable information. Do you at times have
book but you don't get what it's interesting features of. Oh come on, that will not happen if you have this in
your hand. The Enjoyable blend here cannot be questionable, including treasuring beautiful island. Use you
still want to miss this? Find this book and read it from currently!

Willie Carlos:

As we know that book is vital thing to add our know-how for everything. By a reserve we can know
everything you want. A book is a list of written, printed, illustrated or maybe blank sheet. Every year ended
up being exactly added. This reserve Birthing Fathers was filled concerning science. Spend your free time to
add your knowledge about your scientific research competence. Some people has distinct feel when they
reading a book. If you know how big benefit of a book, you can sense enjoy to read a book. In the modern
era like currently, many ways to get book that you wanted.
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