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The University and the People chronicles the influence of Populism—a powerful agrarian movement—on
public higher education in the late nineteenth century. Revisiting this pivotal era in the history of the
American state university, Scott Gelber demonstrates that Populists expressed a surprising degree of
enthusiasm for institutions of higher learning. More fundamentally, he argues that the mission of the state
university, as we understand it today, evolved from a fractious but productive relationship between public
demands and academic authority.
    Populists attacked a variety of elites—professionals, executives, scholars—and seemed to confirm
academia’s fear of anti-intellectual public oversight. The movement’s vision of the state university
highlighted deep tensions in American attitudes toward meritocracy and expertise. Yet Populists also
promoted state-supported higher education, with the aims of educating the sons (and sometimes daughters)
of ordinary citizens, blurring status distinctions, and promoting civic engagement. Accessibility,
utilitarianism, and public service were the bywords of Populist journalists, legislators, trustees, and
sympathetic professors. These “academic populists” encouraged state universities to reckon with egalitarian
perspectives on admissions, financial aid, curricula, and research. And despite their critiques of college
“ivory towers,” Populists supported the humanities and social sciences, tolerated a degree of ideological
dissent, and lobbied for record-breaking appropriations for state institutions.
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From reader reviews:

Charles Beaudoin:

As people who live in the actual modest era should be up-date about what going on or data even knowledge
to make these individuals keep up with the era that is certainly always change and advance. Some of you
maybe will certainly update themselves by reading through books. It is a good choice in your case but the
problems coming to you is you don't know which you should start with. This The University and the People:
Envisioning American Higher Education in an Era of Populist Protest (Studies in American Thought and
Culture) is our recommendation so you keep up with the world. Why, because book serves what you want
and want in this era.

Robert Hicks:

The event that you get from The University and the People: Envisioning American Higher Education in an
Era of Populist Protest (Studies in American Thought and Culture) may be the more deep you looking the
information that hide inside words the more you get thinking about reading it. It does not mean that this book
is hard to understand but The University and the People: Envisioning American Higher Education in an Era
of Populist Protest (Studies in American Thought and Culture) giving you joy feeling of reading. The copy
writer conveys their point in a number of way that can be understood by simply anyone who read the item
because the author of this e-book is well-known enough. This specific book also makes your own vocabulary
increase well. That makes it easy to understand then can go along, both in printed or e-book style are
available. We advise you for having this particular The University and the People: Envisioning American
Higher Education in an Era of Populist Protest (Studies in American Thought and Culture) instantly.

Albert Chesson:

Reading a reserve tends to be new life style on this era globalization. With reading through you can get a lot
of information that could give you benefit in your life. Using book everyone in this world can certainly share
their idea. Textbooks can also inspire a lot of people. A great deal of author can inspire all their reader with
their story or perhaps their experience. Not only situation that share in the textbooks. But also they write
about the data about something that you need example of this. How to get the good score toefl, or how to
teach your kids, there are many kinds of book which exist now. The authors on this planet always try to
improve their ability in writing, they also doing some investigation before they write on their book. One of
them is this The University and the People: Envisioning American Higher Education in an Era of Populist
Protest (Studies in American Thought and Culture).

Stella Carpenter:

On this era which is the greater particular person or who has ability to do something more are more valuable
than other. Do you want to become one of it? It is just simple approach to have that. What you should do is
just spending your time not very much but quite enough to get a look at some books. One of several books in



the top checklist in your reading list is actually The University and the People: Envisioning American Higher
Education in an Era of Populist Protest (Studies in American Thought and Culture). This book which is
qualified as The Hungry Mountains can get you closer in becoming precious person. By looking upwards
and review this book you can get many advantages.
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