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A grunt’s-eye report from the battlefield in the spirit of The Red Badge of Courage and All Quiet on the
Western Front—the only known account by a common soldier of the campaigns of Napoleon’s Grand Army
between 1806 and 1813.
 
When eighteen-year-old German stonemason Jakob Walter was conscripted into the Grand Army of
Napoleon, he had no idea of the trials that lay ahead.  The long, grueling marches in Prussia and Poland
sacrificed countless men to Bonaparte’s grand designs.  And the disastrous Russian campaign tested human
endurance on an epic scale.  Demoralized by defeat in a war few supported or understood, deprived of
ammunition and leadership, driven past reason by starvation and bitter cold, men often turned on one
another, killing fellow soldiers for bread or an able horse.
                Though there are numerous surviving accounts of the Napoleonic Wars written by officers,
Walter’s is the only known memoir by a draftee, and as such is a unique and fascinating document—a
compelling chronicle of a young soldier’s loss of innocence as well as an eloquent and moving portrait of the
profound effects of war on the men who fight it. 
                Professor Marc Raeff has added an Introduction to the memoirs as well as six letters home from
the Russian front, previously unpublished in English, from German conscripts who served concurrently with
Walter.  The volume is illustrated with engravings and maps, contemporary with the manuscript, from the
Russian/Soviet and East European collections of the New York Public Library.
                Honest, heartfelt, deeply personal yet objective, The Diary of a Napoleonic Foot Soldier is more
than an informative and absorbing historical document—it is a timeless and unforgettable account of the
horrors of war.
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From reader reviews:

Sandy Holiday:

Book is written, printed, or highlighted for everything. You can know everything you want by a guide. Book
has a different type. To be sure that book is important issue to bring us around the world. Alongside that you
can your reading talent was fluently. A publication DIARY OF A NAPOLEONIC FOOTSOLDIER will
make you to be smarter. You can feel a lot more confidence if you can know about everything. But some of
you think this open or reading a book make you bored. It isn't make you fun. Why they are often thought like
that? Have you seeking best book or appropriate book with you?

Rhonda Munoz:

Reading can called mind hangout, why? Because when you are reading a book specially book entitled
DIARY OF A NAPOLEONIC FOOTSOLDIER your head will drift away trough every dimension,
wandering in each aspect that maybe unidentified for but surely will become your mind friends. Imaging
each word written in a publication then become one form conclusion and explanation which maybe you
never get before. The DIARY OF A NAPOLEONIC FOOTSOLDIER giving you an additional experience
more than blown away your mind but also giving you useful details for your better life in this era. So now let
us present to you the relaxing pattern this is your body and mind is going to be pleased when you are finished
looking at it, like winning an activity. Do you want to try this extraordinary spending spare time activity?

Leslie Martin:

DIARY OF A NAPOLEONIC FOOTSOLDIER can be one of your basic books that are good idea. Many of
us recommend that straight away because this publication has good vocabulary that could increase your
knowledge in vocab, easy to understand, bit entertaining however delivering the information. The article
writer giving his/her effort that will put every word into joy arrangement in writing DIARY OF A
NAPOLEONIC FOOTSOLDIER however doesn't forget the main place, giving the reader the hottest and
based confirm resource facts that maybe you can be certainly one of it. This great information may drawn
you into brand new stage of crucial imagining.

Bruce Sandlin:

Is it you actually who having spare time then spend it whole day by means of watching television programs
or just lying down on the bed? Do you need something new? This DIARY OF A NAPOLEONIC
FOOTSOLDIER can be the response, oh how comes? The new book you know. You are thus out of date,
spending your extra time by reading in this new era is common not a geek activity. So what these books have
than the others?
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