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One day back in 2003, Ken Jennings and his college buddy Earl did what hundreds of thousands of people
had done before: they auditioned for Jeopardy! Two years, 75 games, 2,642 correct answers, and over $2.5
million in winnings later, Ken Jennings emerged as trivia’s undisputed king. Brainiac traces his rise from
anonymous computer programmer to nerd folk icon. But along the way, it also explores his newly conquered
kingdom: the world of trivia itself.

Jennings had always been minutiae-mad, poring over almanacs and TV Guide listings at an age when most
kids are still watching Elmo and putting beans up their nose. But trivia, he has found, is centuries older than
his childhood obsession with it. Whisking us from the coffeehouses of seventeenth-century London to the
Internet age, Jennings chronicles the ups and downs of the trivia fad: the quiz book explosion of the Jazz
Age; the rise, fall, and rise again of TV quiz shows; the nostalgic campus trivia of the 1960s; and the 1980s,
when Trivial Pursuit® again made it fashionable to be a know-it-all.
Jennings also investigates the shadowy demimonde of today’s trivia subculture, guiding us on a tour of trivia
hotspots across America. He goes head-to-head with the blowhards and diehards of the college quiz-bowl
circuit, the slightly soused faithful of the Boston pub trivia scene, and the raucous participants in the annual
Q&A marathon in Stevens Point, Wisconsin, “The World’s Largest Trivia Contest.” And, of course, he takes
us behind the scenes of his improbable 75-game run on Jeopardy!

But above all, Brainiac is a love letter to the useless fact. What marsupial has fingerprints that are
indistinguishable from human ones?* What planet has a crater on it named after Laura Ingalls Wilder?**
What comedian had the misfortune to be born with the name “Albert Einstein”?*** Jennings also ponders
questions that are a little more philosophical: What separates trivia from meaningless facts? Is being good at
trivia a mark of intelligence? And is trivia just a waste of time, or does it serve some not-so-trivial purpose
after all?

Uproarious, silly, engaging, and erudite, this book is an irresistible celebration of nostalgia, curiosity, and
nerdy obsession–in a word, trivia.

* The koala
** Venus
*** Albert Brooks

From the Hardcover edition.
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From reader reviews:

Aubrey Newsome:

The publication with title Brainiac: Adventures in the Curious, Competitive, Compulsive World of Trivia
Buffs has a lot of information that you can study it. You can get a lot of gain after read this book. This
specific book exist new information the information that exist in this publication represented the condition of
the world today. That is important to yo7u to find out how the improvement of the world. This kind of book
will bring you throughout new era of the internationalization. You can read the e-book in your smart phone,
so you can read that anywhere you want.

Stuart Rosado:

Playing with family inside a park, coming to see the sea world or hanging out with pals is thing that usually
you may have done when you have spare time, then why you don't try issue that really opposite from that.
One particular activity that make you not sensation tired but still relaxing, trilling like on roller coaster you
already been ride on and with addition of information. Even you love Brainiac: Adventures in the Curious,
Competitive, Compulsive World of Trivia Buffs, you may enjoy both. It is very good combination right, you
still would like to miss it? What kind of hang-out type is it? Oh can happen its mind hangout fellas. What?
Still don't buy it, oh come on its identified as reading friends.

Belen Riedel:

The book untitled Brainiac: Adventures in the Curious, Competitive, Compulsive World of Trivia Buffs
contain a lot of information on it. The writer explains your ex idea with easy means. The language is very
simple to implement all the people, so do not necessarily worry, you can easy to read it. The book was
written by famous author. The author brings you in the new era of literary works. You can easily read this
book because you can continue reading your smart phone, or device, so you can read the book inside
anywhere and anytime. In a situation you wish to purchase the e-book, you can open up their official web-
site as well as order it. Have a nice go through.

Roger Moxley:

With this era which is the greater man or woman or who has ability in doing something more are more
precious than other. Do you want to become one among it? It is just simple approach to have that. What you
should do is just spending your time not much but quite enough to get a look at some books. One of several
books in the top listing in your reading list is actually Brainiac: Adventures in the Curious, Competitive,
Compulsive World of Trivia Buffs. This book which can be qualified as The Hungry Hillsides can get you
closer in becoming precious person. By looking upward and review this e-book you can get many
advantages.
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