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The Fifth Volume in the Deaf Lives Series

Born in Melbourne, Australia, in 1974, Paul Jacobs lost his mother when he was three months old. When he
was five, he lost most of his hearing. These two defining events formed the core of his being. He spent the
first two decades of his life “coming to terms with being neither Deaf nor hearing — a neither/nor, an in-
between — and a person with a social identity that had yet to be invented.” His memoir, Neither—Nor: A
Young Australian’s Experience with Deafness, recounts this journey.

Jacobs excelled in sports and the classroom, but he never lost awareness of how he was seen as different,
often in cruel or patronizing ways. His father, a child psychologist, headed a long list of supportive people in
his life, including his Uncle Brian, his itinerant teacher of the deaf Mrs. Carey, a gifted art teacher Mrs.
Klein, who demanded and received from him first-rate work, a notetaker Rita, and Bella, his first girlfriend.
Jacobs eventually attended university, where he graduated with honors. He also entered the Deaf world when
he starred on the Deaf Australian World Cup cricket team. However, he never learned sign language, and
frequently noted the lack of an adult role model for “neither—nors” such as himself.

Still emotionally adrift in 1998, Jacobs toured Europe, then volunteered to tutor deaf residents at Court
Grange College in Devon, England. There, he discovered a darker reality for some deaf individuals —
hearing loss complicated by schizophrenia, Bonnevie-Ullrich Syndrome, and other conditions. After
returning to Australia, Jacobs recognized what he had gleaned from his long journey: “Power comes from
within, not without. Sure, deafness makes one prone to be stigmatized. Yet having a disability can act as a
stimulus for greater personal growth, richer experiences, and more genuine relationships.”
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From reader reviews:

Julius Montanez:

Now a day those who Living in the era exactly where everything reachable by interact with the internet and
the resources inside can be true or not require people to be aware of each facts they get. How people have to
be smart in receiving any information nowadays? Of course the answer then is reading a book. Reading a
book can help folks out of this uncertainty Information specially this Neither-Nor: A Young Australian's
Experience with Deafness (Deaf Lives Series, Vol. 5) book as this book offers you rich data and knowledge.
Of course the details in this book hundred per-cent guarantees there is no doubt in it everbody knows.

Jack Lumpkin:

The book Neither-Nor: A Young Australian's Experience with Deafness (Deaf Lives Series, Vol. 5) has a lot
info on it. So when you check out this book you can get a lot of profit. The book was published by the very
famous author. The author makes some research ahead of write this book. This particular book very easy to
read you can get the point easily after reading this article book.

Lynette Cavanaugh:

Playing with family inside a park, coming to see the marine world or hanging out with pals is thing that
usually you have done when you have spare time, subsequently why you don't try thing that really opposite
from that. One particular activity that make you not sensation tired but still relaxing, trilling like on roller
coaster you are ride on and with addition of information. Even you love Neither-Nor: A Young Australian's
Experience with Deafness (Deaf Lives Series, Vol. 5), you are able to enjoy both. It is great combination
right, you still need to miss it? What kind of hangout type is it? Oh occur its mind hangout fellas. What? Still
don't understand it, oh come on its identified as reading friends.

Pearl Miller:

Many people spending their moment by playing outside using friends, fun activity along with family or just
watching TV all day long. You can have new activity to shell out your whole day by reading a book. Ugh, do
you think reading a book can definitely hard because you have to bring the book everywhere? It ok you can
have the e-book, having everywhere you want in your Cell phone. Like Neither-Nor: A Young Australian's
Experience with Deafness (Deaf Lives Series, Vol. 5) which is keeping the e-book version. So , why not try
out this book? Let's view.
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