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Sexual desire has long played a key role in Western judgments about the value of Arab civilization. In the
past, Westerners viewed the Arab world as licentious, and Western intolerance of sex led them to brand
Arabs as decadent; but as Western society became more sexually open, the supposedly prudish Arabs soon
became viewed as backward. Rather than focusing exclusively on how these views developed in the West, in
Desiring Arabs Joseph A. Massad reveals the history of how Arabs represented their own sexual desires. To
this aim, he assembles a massive and diverse compendium of Arabic writing from the nineteenth century to
the present in order to chart the changes in Arab sexual attitudes and their links to Arab notions of cultural
heritage and civilization.
           
A work of impressive scope and erudition, Massad’s chronicle of both the history and modern permutations
of the debate over representations of sexual desires and practices in the Arab world is a crucial addition to
our understanding of a frequently oversimplified and vilified culture.
 
“A pioneering work on a very timely yet frustratingly neglected topic. . . . I know of no other study that can
even begin to compare with the detail and scope of [this] work.”—Khaled El-Rouayheb, Middle East Report
 
“In Desiring Arabs, [Edward] Said’s disciple Joseph A. Massad corroborates his mentor’s thesis that
orientalist writing was racist and dehumanizing. . . . [Massad] brilliantly goes on to trace the legacy of this
racist, internalized, orientalist discourse up to the present.”—Financial Times
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From reader reviews:

Robin Millard:

What do you concerning book? It is not important together with you? Or just adding material when you need
something to explain what you problem? How about your spare time? Or are you busy person? If you don't
have spare time to complete others business, it is make you feel bored faster. And you have free time? What
did you do? All people has many questions above. The doctor has to answer that question mainly because
just their can do in which. It said that about reserve. Book is familiar in each person. Yes, it is proper.
Because start from on kindergarten until university need this kind of Desiring Arabs to read.

Dorothy Whisler:

As people who live in often the modest era should be upgrade about what going on or information even
knowledge to make all of them keep up with the era that is always change and move forward. Some of you
maybe may update themselves by looking at books. It is a good choice to suit your needs but the problems
coming to an individual is you don't know what one you should start with. This Desiring Arabs is our
recommendation to make you keep up with the world. Why, since this book serves what you want and wish
in this era.

Jewel Williams:

Hey guys, do you would like to finds a new book to read? May be the book with the name Desiring Arabs
suitable to you? The particular book was written by popular writer in this era. Often the book untitled
Desiring Arabsis one of several books that will everyone read now. This kind of book was inspired a number
of people in the world. When you read this reserve you will enter the new age that you ever know just before.
The author explained their strategy in the simple way, and so all of people can easily to understand the core
of this reserve. This book will give you a lot of information about this world now. So that you can see the
represented of the world with this book.

Heidi Crenshaw:

Reading a book tends to be new life style with this era globalization. With reading you can get a lot of
information which will give you benefit in your life. With book everyone in this world may share their idea.
Ebooks can also inspire a lot of people. Lots of author can inspire their very own reader with their story or
even their experience. Not only the story that share in the guides. But also they write about the data about
something that you need example of this. How to get the good score toefl, or how to teach your kids, there
are many kinds of book which exist now. The authors in this world always try to improve their talent in
writing, they also doing some exploration before they write to their book. One of them is this Desiring Arabs.
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