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Brilliantly evoking the long-vanished world of masters and servants portrayed in Downton Abbey and
Upstairs, Downstairs, Margaret Powell's classic memoir of her time in service, Below Stairs, is the
remarkable true story of an indomitable woman who, though she served in the great houses of England,
never stopped aiming high. Powell first arrived at the servants' entrance of one of those great houses in the
1920s. As a kitchen maid – the lowest of the low – she entered an entirely new world; one of stoves to be
blacked, vegetables to be scrubbed, mistresses to be appeased, and bootlaces to be ironed. Work started at
5.30am and went on until after dark. It was a far cry from her childhood on the beaches of Hove, where
money and food were scarce, but warmth and laughter never were. Yet from the gentleman with a penchant
for stroking the housemaids' curlers, to raucous tea-dances with errand boys, to the heartbreaking story of
Agnes the pregnant under-parlormaid, fired for being seduced by her mistress's nephew, Margaret's tales of
her time in service are told with wit, warmth, and a sharp eye for the prejudices of her situation. Margaret
Powell's true story of a life spent in service is a fascinating "downstairs" portrait of the glittering, long-gone
worlds behind the closed doors of Downton Abbey and 165 Eaton Place.
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From reader reviews:

Michele Anderson:

Spent a free a chance to be fun activity to complete! A lot of people spent their down time with their family,
or their friends. Usually they doing activity like watching television, planning to beach, or picnic within the
park. They actually doing ditto every week. Do you feel it? Do you wish to something different to fill your
own personal free time/ holiday? Could possibly be reading a book can be option to fill your cost-free time/
holiday. The first thing you ask may be what kinds of guide that you should read. If you want to attempt look
for book, may be the book untitled Below Stairs: The Classic Kitchen Maid's Memoir That Inspired
"Upstairs, Downstairs" and "Downton Abbey" can be good book to read. May be it may be best activity to
you.

Sonya Ewing:

Often the book Below Stairs: The Classic Kitchen Maid's Memoir That Inspired "Upstairs, Downstairs" and
"Downton Abbey" has a lot associated with on it. So when you make sure to read this book you can get a lot
of gain. The book was authored by the very famous author. Mcdougal makes some research previous to write
this book. This book very easy to read you may get the point easily after scanning this book.

Steven Connell:

A lot of reserve has printed but it is unique. You can get it by world wide web on social media. You can
choose the top book for you, science, comic, novel, or whatever through searching from it. It is called of
book Below Stairs: The Classic Kitchen Maid's Memoir That Inspired "Upstairs, Downstairs" and "Downton
Abbey". You can add your knowledge by it. Without leaving behind the printed book, it can add your
knowledge and make anyone happier to read. It is most crucial that, you must aware about e-book. It can
bring you from one location to other place.

Kenneth Kan:

Reserve is one of source of knowledge. We can add our expertise from it. Not only for students and also
native or citizen will need book to know the update information of year to be able to year. As we know those
ebooks have many advantages. Beside most of us add our knowledge, can also bring us to around the world.
With the book Below Stairs: The Classic Kitchen Maid's Memoir That Inspired "Upstairs, Downstairs" and
"Downton Abbey" we can acquire more advantage. Don't you to definitely be creative people? To get
creative person must choose to read a book. Only choose the best book that suitable with your aim. Don't
become doubt to change your life at this time book Below Stairs: The Classic Kitchen Maid's Memoir That
Inspired "Upstairs, Downstairs" and "Downton Abbey". You can more desirable than now.
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