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The first time she made a pizza from scratch, art historian Nancy Heller made the observation that led her to
write this entertaining guide to contemporary art. Comparing modern art not only to pizzas but also to
traditional and children's art, Heller shows us how we can refine analytical tools we already possess to
understand and enjoy even the most unfamiliar paintings and sculptures.

How is a painting like a pizza? Both depend on visual balance for much of their overall appeal and, though
both can be judged by a set of established standards, pizzas and paintings must ultimately be evaluated in
terms of individual taste. By using such commonsense examples and making unexpected connections, this
book helps even the most skeptical viewers feel comfortable around contemporary art and see aspects of it
they would otherwise miss. Heller discusses how nontraditional works of art are made--and thus how to talk
about their composition and formal elements. She also considers why such art is made and what it "means."

At the same time, Heller reassures those of us who have felt uncomfortable around avant-garde art that we
don't have to like all--or even any--of it. Yet, if we can relax, we can use the aesthetic awareness developed
in everyday life to analyze almost any painting, sculpture, or installation. Heller also gives concise answers
to the eight questions she is most frequently asked about contemporary art--from how to tell when an abstract
painting is right side up to which works of art belong in a museum.

This book is for anyone who agrees with art critic Clement Greenberg that "All profoundly original art looks
ugly at first." It's also for anyone who disagrees. It is for anyone who wants to get more out of a museum or
gallery visit and would like to be able to say something more than just "yes" or "no" when asked if they like
an artist's work.
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From reader reviews:

Michelle Curry:

The book Why a Painting Is Like a Pizza: A Guide to Understanding and Enjoying Modern Art make you
feel enjoy for your spare time. You should use to make your capable much more increase. Book can to get
your best friend when you getting tension or having big problem with the subject. If you can make reading
through a book Why a Painting Is Like a Pizza: A Guide to Understanding and Enjoying Modern Art to be
your habit, you can get considerably more advantages, like add your own capable, increase your knowledge
about a few or all subjects. You are able to know everything if you like open up and read a book Why a
Painting Is Like a Pizza: A Guide to Understanding and Enjoying Modern Art. Kinds of book are a lot of. It
means that, science publication or encyclopedia or some others. So , how do you think about this guide?

John Frank:

In this 21st centuries, people become competitive in each and every way. By being competitive today, people
have do something to make these survives, being in the middle of the particular crowded place and notice by
means of surrounding. One thing that often many people have underestimated it for a while is reading. Yeah,
by reading a reserve your ability to survive improve then having chance to remain than other is high. To suit
your needs who want to start reading any book, we give you this specific Why a Painting Is Like a Pizza: A
Guide to Understanding and Enjoying Modern Art book as starter and daily reading book. Why, because this
book is greater than just a book.

Annie Adcock:

Typically the book Why a Painting Is Like a Pizza: A Guide to Understanding and Enjoying Modern Art will
bring you to definitely the new experience of reading the book. The author style to clarify the idea is very
unique. In case you try to find new book to learn, this book very acceptable to you. The book Why a Painting
Is Like a Pizza: A Guide to Understanding and Enjoying Modern Art is much recommended to you to learn.
You can also get the e-book from the official web site, so you can easier to read the book.

Orville Norman:

This Why a Painting Is Like a Pizza: A Guide to Understanding and Enjoying Modern Art is brand new way
for you who has intense curiosity to look for some information given it relief your hunger info. Getting
deeper you in it getting knowledge more you know or you who still having little bit of digest in reading this
Why a Painting Is Like a Pizza: A Guide to Understanding and Enjoying Modern Art can be the light food
for yourself because the information inside this particular book is easy to get simply by anyone. These books
acquire itself in the form that is certainly reachable by anyone, that's why I mean in the e-book web form.
People who think that in publication form make them feel tired even dizzy this book is the answer. So there
isn't any in reading a guide especially this one. You can find actually looking for. It should be here for
anyone. So , don't miss the idea! Just read this e-book type for your better life in addition to knowledge.
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